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EDITO

NDS30 
ALL HANDS ON DECK!

After a difficult 2020 financial year 
marked by the persistence of 
security crisis in the Far North, 
North-West and South-West 
Regions and the impact of the 
sanitary and economic crises 

triggered by the Coronavirus pandemic, here we 
are in the year 2021 with the same challenges 
though, but with new prospects. 
Yes, 2021 is a year with considerable symbolic 
meaning. It fits in the continuity of the start of 
2020, the second phase of the implementation 
of Vision 2035, operationalized by the 2020-
2030 National Development Strategy (NDS30). 
This new reference framework of Government’s 
development actions for a ten - (10) year period, is 
the outcome of a widespread consultation process 
with notably the involvement and contribution of 
various development stakeholders and grass-root 
populations. This strategy aims at facilitating the 
structural transformation of the national economy 
and promoting more inclusive development. In 
particular, it intends to revamp the production, 
industrial and manufacturing sector by promoting 
domestic consumption and production in 
strategic fields.
NDS30 is therefore a reflection of the legitimate 
aspirations of a people determined to provide 
its input to our country’s emergence, in a spirit of 
social cohesion. It is increasingly the expression 
of a renewed call for mobilizing the sons and 
daughters of our country, within the country 
and the diaspora, to work positively in favour of 
the Irreversible drive towards Nation building, 
to which the President of the Republic, His 
Excellency Paul Biya, is invited all his compatriots. 
Emergence is a national cause.
The year 2021, whose growth projections stand at 
3.3%, has revealed itself as a year during which 
the economic revival objectives are aligned to 
strong strategic options contained in the NDS30, 
such as structural transformation, human capital 
development, strengthening governance and 
decentralization, revisiting public policies and 
supporting production and processing daily 

consumer products.
Also, investment choices, guided by the 
current economic crisis, will lead us in priority 
towards the completion of the commissioning 
of major infrastructural projects, finalization of 
Government’s special projects and programmes 
(AFCON 2022, The Three-year Emergency Plan 
for Growth Acceleration), implementation of the 
reconstruction plans for the North-West, South-
West and Far North Regions,  carrying out pre-
required conditions for setting up Universal Health 
Coverage and stepping up decentralization.
However, achieving the objectives assigned by 
the Head of State in this prevailing environment 
requires greater rigour in streamlining budgetary 
choices. To this effect, we should perform better 
with often limited resources. We will therefore 
need to optimize and streamline our work in order 
to be efficient. In this perspective, Government 
intends to fully lean on private sector dynamism, 
civil society involvement, all development actors’ 
mobilization and economic and financial partners’ 
support, so that the fruits of growth should be 
beneficial to all Cameroonians as being the result 
of a collective effort, within a spirit of national 
solidarity. 
To this end, each and every one of us must be all 
hands on deck.

Alamine Ousmane Mey
Minister of Economy, Planning and regional 
Development

NDS30 is therefore the expression of a renewed call for mobili-
zing the sons and daughters of our country, within the country 
and the diaspora, to work positively in favour of the drive towar-
ds Nation building, to which the President of the Republic, His 
Excellency Paul Biya, is invited all his compatriots. 
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Top On The News

SUB-REGIONAL INTEGRATION
CFA Francs 1.6 billion set aside for feasibility 
The loan agreement pertaining thereto was co-signed on 20 February 2021 at Yaounde by Alamine Ousmane Mey, 
Minister of Economy, Planning and Regional Development, and Solomane Kone, country-official of the African De-
velopment Bank (AfDB) in Cameroon. This signing ceremony took place in the presence of Ahmad Abakar Adjid, 
Chadian Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, Ernest Massena Ngalle Bibehe, Cameroon Minister of Transport, 
and Armand Djodom, Secretary of State to the Cameroon Minister of Public Works.

CFA Francs 3.2 billion. This 
is the total cost of feasibi-
lity studies to extend the 
railway line between Came-

roon and Chad. This amount is pro-
vided in equal shares by the African 
Investment Fund (one of the AfDB’s 
windows) through a donation of CFA 
Francs 1.6 billion to the Republic of 
Chad, and a concessional loan of 
CFA Francs 1.6 billion to the Republic 
of Cameroon. On the heels of Chad, 
Cameroon has just benefitted from 
resources necessary for the conduct 
of these feasibility studies. The out-
come of this study will enable to es-
tablish the socio-economic viability 
of the railway line and determine the 
best (socio-economic) solution, while 
taking into consideration the prevai-
ling institutional, social and environ-
mental conditions. 
For the AfDB country-official to Ca-
meroon, this signature of the fun-
ding agreement is a response to the 
desire to ensure smooth maturation 
of the project to extend the Came-
roon-Chad railway line. MINEPAT in-
vited the administrations of the two 
countries in charge of monitoring this 
project to quickly meet the legitimate 
expectations of the population by 
respecting the execution calendar of 
the studies whose results are highly 
awaited within twenty (22) months. 
While lauding the key role played by 

the AfDB in funding integrating 
projects in Central Africa, Ala-
mine Ousmane Mey outlined the 
stakes of the project whose fea-
sibility studies were made public. 
To him, the extension project of 
the Cameroon-Chad railway line 
is primarily geared towards stren-
gthening sub-regional integration 
in Central Africa. It also aims at fa-
cilitating and boosting transit acti-
vities between the two countries, 
lightening the burden on the road 
network and avoiding the disrup-
tion of loads which unfortunately 
increases transport costs and ne-
gatively impacts on the compe-
titiveness of goods from Douala 
and meant to be sold at Ndjame-
na. At the environmental level, the 

construction of this railway line 
will contribute to green growth in 
both States, thereby facilitating an 
increase in trade using the railway, 
a less polluting mode of transport 
as compared to road transport. 
‘‘It is an ambitious project which 
falls squarely in line with the imple-
mentation of AfDB’s regional inte-
gration strategy paper for Central 
Africa during the 2019-2025 pe-
riod’’, Solomane Kone declared. 
This project also aligns with the 
implementation of CEMAC’s re-
gional development programme 
for transport infrastructure.

Adonis Abondo
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TOP ON THE NEWS

BUDGET-BASED PROGRAMMING 

MINEPAT presents the bank 
of public investment projects
This event took place on 9 February 2021 during a workshop organized at the Ministry of 
Economy, Planning and Regional Development.

Enabling stakeholders to ac-
quaint themselves with the 
bank of investment projects 
for a more efficient use in 

the search for financing and in the 
preparatory, implementation and 
monitoring activities of public in-
vestment projects, such was the 
purport of the workshop of 9 Fe-
bruary 2021 on the presentation of 
the bank of public investment pro-
jects presided over by Paul Tasong, 
Minister Delegate (MINDEL) to the 
Minister of Economy, Planning and 
Regional Development (MINEPAT) 
in charge of Planning. 
In his opening speech, the Minis-
ter Delegate to MINEPAT under-
scored the importance of this tool 
dubbed project bank. Set up since 
2018 on the strength of Decree 
N° 2018/4992/PM of 21 June 2018 
to lay down rules and regulations 
governing the maturation process 
of public investment projects, the 
project bank is the tool which provi-
des solutions to difficulties linked to 
project maturation. The workshop 
on the presentation of this bank 
was therefore an opportunity for 
officials of public administrations 
to acquaint themselves with the 
content and functionalities of this 
tool as well as project maturation 
procedures. For, ‘‘the responsibility 
of each and every one is to ensure 
that only clearly mature projects are 
included in the State budget’’, the 
Minister Delegate spelt out.
In fact, Paul Tasong explained that 
the achievement of Cameroon’s de-
velopment goals, contained in the 
2020-2030 National Development 
Strategy, requires greater riguour 

in streamlining public investments 
and private investment promotion 
choices. ‘‘To this end, it is necessary 
to embark on a more smart program-
ming coupled with a dose of realism, 
interventionism and pragmatism’’, he 
underscored. 
The Minister Delegate however 
pointed out that strengthening the ef-
ficiency of public investments passes, 
amongst others, through the selec-
tion and implementation of a realistic 
number of investment projects; total 
mastery of the project’s economic life 
(from preparation to commissioning); 
preparation of these projects using an 
approach integrating the economic, 
social and environmental dimensions; 

and improvement of the participato-
ry character through a better synergy 
amongst the various stakeholders. 
It is within this perspective that Go-
vernment embarked on an in-depth 
restructuring of the project bank ha-
ving as major action, its implementa-
tion in the ‘‘Probmis’’ system. The ob-
jective being to make the project bank 
available in the data processing sys-
tems of all administrations and ensure 
the match between the project bank 
and budget management. Moreover, 
it is envisaged to transform the project 
bank into an integrated public invest-
ment management system.
Joceline Assoumou
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RECONSTRUCTION OF THE NORTH-WEST 
AND SOUTH-WEST REGIONS

Japon lends support 
The Nippon Empire has just placed the sum of 2.7 million dollars, that is, about CFA Francs 1.5 billion at 
the disposal of Cameroon, as its contribution for implementing the Presidential Plan for Reconstruction 
and Development (PPRD) of the North-West and South-West Regions. This was during a ceremony pre-
sided over by the Prime Minister, Joseph Dion Ngute.

The funding agreement was 
signed on Thursday, 18 Fe-
bruary 2021 at the Prime 
Minister’s Office, between 

Alamine Ousmane Mey, Minister of 
Economy, Planning and Regional 
Development (MINEPAT), Tsutomu 
Osawa, Japanese Ambassador to Ca-
meroon and Jean Luc Stalon, UNDP 
Resident – Representative to Came-
roon. This money will be mainly used 
for rehabilitating sanitary and hydrau-
lic infrastructures in Fako Division, 
South-West Region. 
For MINEPAT, through this funding, 
the Land of the Rising Sun is thus 
the first partner country to lend its 
support to Cameroon, as part of the 
successful implementation of the 
Presidential Plan for Reconstruction 
and Development (PPRD) of Anglo-
phone regions. According to Alamine 
Ousmane Mey, the reconstruction of 
regions affected by the separatist 
crisis is a Government concern featu-
ring on top of the list of priority pro-
grammes and projects contained in 
the 2020-2030 National Development 
Strategy. MINEPAT availed itself of 
this opportunity to exhort UNDP, Go-
vernment’s implementation partner, 

to capitalize on the resources put 
at its disposal so that the popu-
lation should, very quickly and as 
early as possible, start feeling the 
positive effects of the Presidential 
Plan for Reconstruction and Deve-
lopment (PPRD) on a daily basis.
As a reminder, Government’s fun-
ding agreement, meant for the 
start of PPRD implementation, was 
signed on 5 May 2020 between 
MINEPAT and UNDP Resident-Re-
presentative to Cameroon. This 
funding, to the tune of CFA Francs 
8.9 billion, that is, 10% of the en-

tire budget, represented the initial 
contribution of the Government 
of Cameroon to the plan’s imple-
mentation. PPRD, whose total cost 
stands at CFA Francs 89.682 bil-
lion, aims at reducing the effects 
of the crisis on the population and 
economy of the South-West and 
North-West Regions. It leans on 
three pillars, notably: restoring so-
cial cohesion, reconstructing and 
rehabilitating basic infrastructures 
and revamping the local economy.

Rosine Nkonla Azanmene

Top On The News
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COOPÉRATION

Cameroon and the United kingdom sign 
an Economic Partnership Agreement 
(EPA) in London 
This new trade agreement represents a real opportunity to strengthen econo-
mic and diplomatic relations between the two countries.

Under the instructions of 
the Head of State, His 
Excellency Paul Biya, 
Cameroon’s High Com-

missioner to the United Kingdom 
and Nord Ireland, His Excellency 
Albert NJOTEH FOTABONG, and 
Mr. Ranil JAYAWARDENA, British 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State at the British Trade Mi-
nistry, signed, on 9 March 2021 
in London, a bilateral Economic 
Partnership Agreement between 
Cameroon and the United King-
dom and Nord Ireland.
This agreement falls in line with the 
continuity of trade relationships 
which already existed between 
Cameroon and the United King-
dom within the framework of the 
bilateral Economic Partnership 
Agreement between Cameroon 
and the European Union and will 
enable the two countries to calmly 
pursue trade transactions after the 
United Kingdom’s exit from the 
European Union on 31 December 
2020. With this agreement, Came-
roon will continue to benefit from 
duty - and quota -free preferential 

access to the British market for all its 
products. Besides, it will, at diploma-
tic level, enable to safeguard the his-
toric links between Cameroon and 
Great Britain.
It is worth underscoring that the bi-
lateral EPA between Cameroon and 
the United Kingdom marks the ulti-
mate phase of the negotiation pro-
cess started way back in October 
2018 by the Government of Came-
roon and the United Kingdom, after 
the latter contacted the Government 
of Cameroon on 12 February 2018 

to open negotiations for a bilateral 
EPA between Cameroon and the 
United Kingdom and North Ireland, 
on the one hand, and the conduct in 
Cameroon of a study on the impact 
of this agreement on Cameroon’s 
economy, on the other hand, which 
recommended the negotiation of a 
quasi-continuity agreement between 
the two countries./-

Rosine Nkonla Azanmene

TOP ON THE NEWS
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ON THE PATHS OF EMERGENCE

After a first phase (2010-2019) marked 
by the seal of mitigated satisfaction 
both as a result of internal and exter-
nal contingencies, the implementation 

of Vision 2035, which intends to transform Came-
roon into an emergent country within fourteen 
(14) years, Cameroon embarked on a new phase 
as early as the beginning of 2020 with the imple-
mentation of the National Development Strategy 
(NDS30) which spreads over to 2030. Produced in 
the laboratories of the Ministry of Economy, Plan-
ning and Regional Development (MINEPAT), after 
a participatory process involving all stakeholders 
likely to provide a decisive contribution to Came-
roon’s development, NDS30 intends to transform 
the country into the granary and factory of Cen-
tral Africa (with tentacles spread out right up to 
neighbouring Nigeria).
To this end, after drawing all the lessons from the 
Growth and Employment Strategy Paper (GESP), 
reference framework for government action with 
a view to Cameroon’s emergence in 2035, imple-
mented between 2010 and 2019, the Government 
of Cameroon this time around intends to lean on 
four fundamental pillars. They include the struc-

tural transformation of the economy in order to 
transform Cameroon into a Newly Industrialized 
Country; human capital and wellbeing develop-
ment in order to possess sufficient and good 
quality manpower; employment and economic in-
tegration promotion; and then improve on gover-
nance, step up decentralization and lastly strate-
gic State management.
How is Government going to go about achieving 
all the potential of these four pillars? What are the 
concrete results expected in terms of economic 
and development indicators? What are the sy-
nergies to be implemented? What are the prior 
conditions required to achieve set objectives 
and especially how will NDS30 be funded and 
what are the threats lingering on this ambitious 
Government programme? Here are some of the 
questions to which this edition of your magazine is 
going to provide some answers in a bid to easing 
thorough understanding of NDS30, a compass 
that will guide the action of the Government of 
Cameroon and its partners during the ongoing 
decade.

Brice R. Mbodiam
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DRAFTING OF NDS30

A consultative, inclusive 
and participatory approach
The document implemented since 2020 is the outcome of 
contributions from all segments of society. 

Drawing lessons from the Growth 
and Employment Strategy Pa-
per (GESP), first phase (2010-
2019) of the implementation 

of Cameroon’s (2010-2035) long-term 
development vision, authorities placed 
the participation of all the Nation’s ac-
tive forces at the heart of the formulation 
of the National Development Strategy 
(NDS30), the new (2020-2030) reference 
and action framework for the Govern-
ment and its development partners, for 
the country’s march towards emergence. 
The objective notably being to reconcile 
the political will to make the achievement 
of emergence a ‘‘national cause’’ and en-
sure the success of this strategy. 
A great portion of 2019 was devoted 
by Government to the organization of 
consultations with various components 
of the Cameroonian society: administra-
tions, members of parliament, elected 
local representatives, regional and local 
authorities, the private sector, civil so-
ciety organizations, technical and finan-
cial partners (TFP), university dons and 
researchers, the grass-root population 
within the country and the diaspora… all 
the various strata of the social corps were 
contacted. 

DOSSIER NDS 30
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The process leading to the formulation of this national develop-
ment strategy was a participatory one. I would like to assert that uni-
versity cycles were widely consulted… and that the results obtained 
today is an outcome in which the university has its own share of 
responsibility’’, indicated  Professor Roger Tsafack Nanfosso, Rector 
of the University of Dschang, in the Western region of the country. 
It is thanks to the university cycles that we notably have the inclu-
sion of structural development as an NDS30 pillar. In his book pu-
blished in 2017, under the supervision of Professor Henri Ngoa Tabi, 
the GESP theoretical basis (Big Push) is strongly criticized by resear-
chers of the Faculty of Economics and Management Sciences of the 
University of Yaounde II. The document is blamed for embracing 
the development of a lot many sectors at the same time. This en-
tailed huge investments within a context of scarce financing. These 
researchers therefore proposed to public authorities to substitute 
the Big Push for integrated structural development in NDS30. 

The contribution of the university community

Private Sector Satisfaction

Participation of civil society 

‘We can testify to the quality of this process 
which was rigorously conducted by laying 
emphasis on the concerns of the popula-
tion’’, further added Mathias Zana Naab, Re-
sident-Coordinator of the United Nations sys-
tem in Cameroon.
‘‘We salute the setting up of this National De-
velopment Strategy’’, indicated on his part the 
industrialist Celestin Tawamba, President of 
the Cameroon Employers’ Union (GICAM), the 
country’s most important employers’ union, 
during the same ceremony of NDS30 presen-
tation. GICAM has indeed every reason to be 
delighted: its advocacy carried out over seve-
ral years now for the promotion of ‘‘national 
champions’’ has been taken up in this docu-
ment. According to NDS30, one of the roles of 

Roger Tsafack Nanfosso, 
Rector of the University of Dschang

Célestin TAWAMBA, President of GICAM

BABISSAKANA, CEO engineer

‘l am talking here as someone who is conversant with 
the document because I was involved in its drafting 
at some stages… For me, this document is quite ro-
bust’’, also admitted the financial engineer Babissa-
kana, CEO of the Prescriptor Consulting Firm, whose 
independence of mind is unanimously approved. ‘‘We 
are delighted that a participatory process was initiated 
with the various components of Cameroon’s society for 
the formulation of this document (…) 

the strategist State during the next ten years 
will be ‘‘to strengthen the structuring of pro-
duction fields around ‘‘national champions in 
partnership with the private sector’’. 
The private sector, and more generally eco-
nomic cycles, can also be delighted of the 
commitment taken by Government to ‘‘raise 
the share of public procurements in goods 
and services addressed to local industries 
including defence and security forces  to at 
least 60%’’. The inclusion of this demand from 
businessmen and other intellectuals is, in fact, 
another proof of the open mindedness of pu-
blic authorities in formulating NDS30.

The document presented to the public on 16 November 2020 is consequently ‘‘the fruit 
of a combination of technical exercises’’ and ideas gathered from all horizons. During 
this presentation, some stakeholders however admitted that they recognized their foot-
prints in this document. ‘‘

ON THE PATHS OF EMERGENCE
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By certainly drawing all the 
necessary consequences of 
this kind of unreserved op-
timism which characterized 

the formulation of Vision 2035, whose 
first stage was the Growth and Em-
ployment Strategy Paper (GESP), the 
Government of Cameroon is now 
more cautious (no two-digit growth) 
in terms of evolution of the main 
macro-economic aggregates in the 
2020-2030 National Development 
Strategy (NDS30). In fact, this new 
reference framework aims at trans-
forming Cameroon into an emergent 
country by the year 2035 and projects 
an average economic growth rate 
of 8% in 2030. As such, according to 
projections of the strategy designers, 
this aggregate ought to gradually 
evolve over the periods of 2020-2022 
(4.7% of the growth rate), 2023-2025 
(7.7%) and 2026-2030 (9.3% on annual 
average).
In fact, in this hypothesis referred to 
as the ‘‘voluntarist or Vision scena-
rio’’, account is taken of the ‘‘additio-
nal efforts which Government has to 
deploy not only to lift current structu-
ral constraints, but also better moni-
toring/evaluation in order to achieve 
the objectives of the Vision’’. This 
Vision also aims at substantially re-
ducing Cameroon’s balance of trade 

deficit, which would move from 
8.8% of GDP in 2018, to at least 3% 
of GDP in 2030, thanks to the set-
ting up of a robust industrial sector 
capable of conquering markets on 
the continent and even beyond.
At the sectoral level, and contra-
rily to the reference scenario 
which highlights the proliferation 
of primary and secondary sector 

activities, economic growth in the 
NDS30 ‘‘voluntarist scenario’’ will 
be propelled by the tertiary whose 
annual average growth rate is 
projected at 8.3% (+2.3 points as 
compared to the reference scena-
rio) between 2021 and 2030. ‘‘This 
performance will mainly result 
from developments in branches 
of trade, banking and financial 

2020-2030 DECADE

Projecting an average 
economic growth rate of 8% 

This projection is based on the comprehensive revitalization of 
the activities of key sectors of the economy and drastic reduction 
of the balance of trade deficit.

DOSSIER NDS 30
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institutions, hotel management and catering, 
transport, warehouses and communications’’, 
the strategy unveils.
Moreover, over the same period, an annual 
average growth rate of 7.9% (+2.2 points 
above the reference scenario) will be recorded 
in the primary sector, as against 7.5% (+2.4 
points as compared to the basic scenario) in 
the secondary sector. In this sector, according 
to official sources, the performance will be 
based on impetus in the manufacturing indus-
try (+6.4%, as against +4.7% in the basic sce-
nario) and BPW (an average growth of 11.8% 
as against 7.9% in the basic scenario). 
Yet, all these projected performances may be 
clouded by persisting security crises in the Far 
North, North-West and South-West Regions; 
delays in carrying out agricultural, energy and 
infrastructural projects; the consequences of 
pronounced climate change; or better still the 
occurrence or persistence of a global pande-
mic such as the coronavirus.

Brice R. Mbodiam 

Social sectors 
Propelling education and healthcare to higher 
heights
During the upcoming ten (10) years, thanks to the new reference framework 
of its development actions, the State of Cameroon intends to substantially 
improve the living conditions of its population as well as access to basic social 
amenities. From this viewpoint, in the educational sector, actions to be imple-
mented will contribute, as we are informed, in moving the combined net rate 
of schooling (proportion of school enrollment of the 6-24 years age bracket), 
which virtually stagnates at 54% since 2015, to 72% (that is, an increase of 18%) 
under the reference scenario mentioned earlier. This indicator, according to 
NDS30, could even hit 81.2% during the period under review, according to the 
most optimistic hypothesis of the strategy. To achieve this objective, Govern-
ment intends to successively step up the budget allocated to education from 
14.7% of the global envelop in 2020, to 20.8% in 2030, an increase of more than 
6% over ten (10) years.
Similarly, as concerns health, life expectancy at birth officially estimated at 58 
years in 2018, ought to increase markedly. ‘‘on the strength of good universal 
health coverage, in particular, and the reinforcement of the health system, in 
general, life expectancy at birth would witness considerable evolution to stand 
at 62.1 years with the advent of the strategy under the reference scenario and 
at 65.2 years under vision scenario’’, officials specify at the Ministry of Eco-
nomy, Planning and Regional Development.
In the same vein, NDS30 projects ‘‘a price-support mechanism for access to 
infant nutriments and foodstuffs as well as a national plan to combat malnutri-
tion of pregnant women and children below five (5) years’’, would contribute 
in reducing mortality rate in children below five (5) years (79 deaths per 1000 
live births in 2018) ‘‘to 54.2 per 1000 in 2030 under the reference scenario, as 
against 36.2 per 1000 under the vision scenario’’. To achieve these objectives 
in the health sector, the annual budget allocation of the Ministry of Public 
Health is projected at 6.4% of the overall budget in 2030, as against 4.4% in 
2020.  

BRM
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With a poverty rate esti-
mated at 37.5% in 2014, 
efforts deployed by the 
Government of Came-

roon, for several years now to reduce 
the proportion of the population li-
ving under poverty threshold, have 
not yielded extraordinary results. 
In order to increasingly reverse this 
trend, the 2020-2030 National Deve-
lopment Strategy (NDS30), recently 
unveiled by Government, envisages 
to bring down the country’s poverty 
rate to ‘‘at least 25% in 2030 ’’, that is, 
a reduction of more than 12 points, 
according to official sources.
During the 2021-2030 period, on the 
basis of several reforms and other 
investments, it is also about ‘‘raising 
the Human Capital Index from 0.39 in 
2018 to 0.55 and the Human Develop-
ment Index from 0.52 in 2016 to 0.70 
in 2030’’, emphasized Pierre Nguetse. 
The Unit Head for the Formulation of 
the National Development Strategy 
at the Ministry of Economy, Planning 
and Regional Development (MINE-
PAT) was thus expressing himself 
on 19 January 2021 in Yaounde, on 
the occasion of NDS30 ownership 
workshop organized by MINEPAT.
Among the levers which Govern-
ment intends to activate to alleviate 
poverty in the country and improve 
on human development indicators, 
there is employment, a corollary of 
the announced development of the 
country’s industrial fabric. ‘‘ During 

the implementation period of the 
2020-2030 Cameroon National De-
velopment Strategy, it is estimated 
that the reference scenario growth 
profile would give rise to the net 
creation of about 363 889 jobs 
on annual average (moving from 
258 349 jobs in 2021 to 477 122 in 
2030) as against 536 661 for the vi-
sion scenario (moving from 270 365 
jobs in 2021 to 824 701 in 2030)’’, 
the strategy provides.
With a calculator in hand, during 
the current decade, Cameroon 

is banking on the creation of 5.3 
million jobs in all, giving priority 
to local labour force. This strategy 
itself, as we learn, is based on ‘‘the 
introduction of a certified mass 
training and capacity building pro-
gramme for informal sector wor-
kers (close to 90% of the country’s 
workers, editor’s note) ’’code-na-
med ‘‘Train My Generation’’. But, 
above all else, the issue of em-
ployment according to NDS30 will 
be tackled not under the prism of 
job multiplication, but increasingly 

EMPLOYMENT AND FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY

NDS30 paves the way for an 
economic upturn
The National Development Strategy provides for a considerable improvement of 
indicators pertaining thereto during the current decade.

DOSSIER NDS 30
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under that of creating decent jobs, so 
as to ‘‘reduce underemployment from 
77% in 2014 (it stood at only 70.6% in 
2010, editor’s note), to less than 50% in 
2030’’.
Concretely, as official sources hold, 
‘‘The Reference scenario which pro-
jects a growth rate hovering between 
5% and 6.2% would enable to obtain 
a decrease of 11.8 %, in informal jobs 
whereas that of the Vision scenario for 
which growth is entertained between 

6.6 and 9.3% would be translated 
by a reduction of 17.2%. This drop 
in jobs created by the informal 
sector is manifested by effects 
at the level of the underemploy-
ment, which loses 22 points to 
reach 55.2 % in 2030 under the 
reference scenario, and 25 points 
under the Vision scenario, for 
which it stands at 50.1% ’’.

Adonis Abondo

“Among the levers which 
Government intends 
to activate to alleviate 
poverty in the country and 
improve on human deve-
lopment indicators, there 
is employment, a corollary 
of the announced deve-
lopment of the country’s 
industrial fabric”

ON THE PATHS OF EMERGENCE
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‘‘The modernization of 
public finance mana-
gement represents 
one of NDS30’s major 

challenges geared towards ensuring 
transparent and accountable use of 
public resources’’. By the Govern-

PUBLIC MANAGEMENT 

Financial and economic 
governance to be consolidated
Public spending efficiency, domestic revenue mobilization, business climate at-
tractiveness, efficient debt management…are among the many challenges to be 
overcome to achieve NDS30 objectives.

ment of Cameroon’s own admis-
sion, the quest for a more effec-
tive and efficient public finance 
management is at the heart of 
governance stakes, as part of the 
new national development strate-
gy implementation. Concretely, it 

will entail, during the current de-
cade, putting the final touches to 
the set of reforms induced by the 
entry into force in 2007 of the new 
financial regime of the State, for 
which one of the most strategic 
fallouts is the adoption of the pro-

DOSSIER NDS 30
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gramme-based budgeting.
In order to carry these reforms to frui-
tion, Government has endowed itself 
with a global reforms plan of public fi-
nance management (PGRGFP), which 
covers the 2019-2021 period. Its overall 
objective, as we learn, is to ‘‘equip Ca-
meroon with a transparent and effec-
tive public finance management (PFM) 
system compliant with international 
standards, respectful of the legal and 
regulatory prerogative and powers of 
institutions and administrations, as well 
as those of PFM stakeholders, by reso-
lutely placing public finance at the ser-
vice of the country’s development and 
citizens’ wellbeing’’.
To entrench this development and col-
lective wellbeing, public authorities 
intend to invite all its sons and daugh-
ters to put their hands on deck, notably 
those of the diaspora. ‘‘An incentive 
framework shall be established to en-
courage Cameroonians living abroad 
to invest in growth areas. The diaspora 
should also contribute in improving Ca-
meroon’s brand image, just like conven-
tional diplomatic channels that will en-
sure an increase in the attractiveness of 
the country and promote the “made in 
Cameroon”, label to attract maximum 
direct foreign investments’’, the strate-
gy outlines.
Among the other levers to be activated 
for better governance, NDS30 lists out 
the improvement of public debt mana-
gement which increased rapidly over 
the past few years, and even breaking 
the mark of 40% of GDP in 2020; optimi-
zation of tax revenue and improvement 
of public spending quality, through 
the strengthening of public tax com-
pliance; or better still streamlining the 

management of public establi-
shments and corporations, the 
majority of which deliver ‘‘poor 
results’’, according to an analysis 
from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). To reverse this trend, 
NDS30 suggests the introduction 
of a ‘‘triennial evaluation mecha-
nism of managers of public insti-
tutions and enterprises’’.
As a complaint carried forward 
as an old one at each meeting 
between Government and bu-
siness world, the improvement 
of the business climate in Ca-
meroon is not shoved aside by 
NDS30. The aim here being to 

register some good points in 
the World Bank’s Doing Business 
ranking, and henceforth appear 
as an attractive destination for 
potential investors. From this 
viewpoint, public authorities in-
tend, over the upcoming ten 
years, to lay particular emphasis 
on facilitations ‘‘having a direct 
positive impact on investment 
and entrepreneurship’’. 

Aïssatou

“To entrench this develop-
ment and collective well-
being, public authorities 
intend to invite all its sons 
and daughters to put their 
hands on deck, notably 
those of the diaspora”

ON THE PATHS OF EMERGENCE
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The infrastructural boom in-
duced by GESP implemen-
tation enabled the share of 
manufacturing industry in 

Cameroon’s GDP to be raised from 
8% in 2010 to 12.9% in 2016. This in-
dicator exceeds by 0.4 point the pro-
jections contained in Vision 2035, the 
Ministry of Economy, Planning and 
Regional Development points out. 
But, is spite of this progress, NDS30 
underscores, the country’s exports 

THE ECONOMIC FABRIC

Structural transformation 
in the lime-light
Thanks to the in-depth changes envisaged in the manufacturing industry, in-
frastructures, agricultural production and services, NDS30 intends to transform 
Cameroon as both the granary and factory of Central Africa. 

continue to be dominated by 
66% of raw materials. Better still, 
an analysis of Cameroon’s import 
structure highlights an increase 
in final consumer goods, whose 
share in imports moved from 32% 
over the 2000-2009 period, to 34% 
over the 2010-2017 period. This 
reality considerably weighs on the 
country’s balance of trade and ren-
ders the nation’s economy overly 
extraverted.
In order to reverse this trend, 
NDS30 intends to structurally 
transform Cameroon’s economy 
during the next ten (10) years. This 
transformation, as we learn ‘‘passes 
through the densification of the 
manufacturing industry as well as 
high-productivity services sectors 
and technological catch-up which 
finds expression in an increase in 
agricultural productivity and its 
modernization’’. Concretely, it will 
entail investing massively to bene-

fit from all opportunities offered 
by key sectors such as energy in-
dustry, financial services, agro-in-
dustry, digital technology, fo-
rest-wood, textile-clothing-leather, 
mines-metallurgy-siderurgy, hy-
drocarbons-petrochemicals-refi-
ning, chemistry-pharmaceuticals, 
constructions, services, etc.
In greater detail, it entails, through 
NDS30, raising for example cot-
ton production to 600 000 tons 
(as against 320 000 tons currently) 
in 2025, and succeeding in trans-
forming 50% locally by the year 
2030, thanks to what designers of 
the strategy refer to as ‘‘a strate-
gic rapprochement’’ between the 
Cotton Development Corporation 
(Sodecoton) and Cameroon Indus-
trial Cotton Corporation (Cicam). 
The joining of forces of these two 
industrial plants will, as we learn, 
enable to develop an industry for 
the manufacture and production 
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of clothing, notably sportswear (jerseys 
tracksuits, baskets, etc.), capable of 
satisfying at least 50% of national de-
mand; and supplying the major State 
corps (military, police and civil) with clo-
thing and equipment incorporating at 
least 60% of Cameroonians cotton. 
In the structural transformation of Ca-
meroon’s economy, it is also an issue 
of raising the country’s installed power 
generation capacity from 1 650 to 5 
000 MW; receiving  3.5 million tourists 
on average per year (as against barely 
one million nowadays); raising the rate 
of use of banking services from 12.2% 
currently (as against an African average 
of 29%) to 80% in 2030, thereby boos-
ting the rate of bank financing of the 
economy from 15.9% of GDP in 2018 
to a minimum of 70% of GDP in 2030. 
It however entails substantially redu-
cing imports by implementing the  im-
port-substitution policy, the corollary of 
which is the promotion of the ‘‘made 
in Cameroon’’ label; constructing 3 500 
km of roads and rehabilitating 2 000 km 
of existing roads; or better still tapping 
on the oil and gas potential of the Ba-
kassi peninsular in the South-West Re-
gion...

All these actions and many others 
provided for by NDS30 will in the 
final analysis enable to ‘‘increase 
the share of the secondary sector 
in the country’s GDP from 28.2% 
in 2018 to 36.8% by the year 2030; 
stepping up the manufacturing 
value-added (MVA) from 12.9% 
in 2016 to 25% in 2030; and rai-
sing the share of exports of ma-
nufactured products from 26.25% 
in 2015 to 54.5% in 2030’’, the 
strategy reveals. Such a perfor-
mance, as we learn, will trans-

form Cameroon into ‘‘the switch’’ 
(electricity supplier), ‘‘the feeder’’ 
(supplier of agro-industrial pro-
duce) and ‘‘the equipment ma-
nufacturer’’ (supplier of capital 
goods, notably furniture) to Eco-
nomic Community of Central Afri-
can States (ECCAS) and Nigeria’’, 
within an effective operationaliza-
tion context of the African Conti-
nental Free Trade Area (ACFTA). 
 

Brice R. Mbodiam

ON THE PATHS OF EMERGENCE

“It will entail investing 
massively to benefit from 
all opportunities offered 
by key sectors such as 
energy industry, financial 
services, agro-industry, 
digital technology …”
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‘‘The structural trans-
formation of the 
national economy 
requires the avai-

lability of qualified and competitive 
human capital. It represents an in-
dispensible factor for developing a 
vibrant industrial sector based on the 
existence of an important skilled and 
fully occupied labour force’’. On the 
strength of this assertion enacted in 
NDS30, Cameroon new development 
strategy proposes the implemen-
tation of health, training and social 
security (intends to raise the social 
coverage rate from 22% currently to 
more than 50% by the year 2030, edi-
tor’s note) as well as education poli-
cies, which ‘‘will enable the develop-
ment of sound and productive human 
capital’’. 
To this end, during the current de-
cade, the Government of Cameroon 
intends to ‘‘promote an educatio-
nal system at the end of which each 
young graduate is socially integrated, 
bilingual, competent in a key area 
for the country’s development and 
aware of what is required of him/her 
to contribute thereto’’, underscores 
Pierre Nguetse, Head of the Unit in 
charge of Formulating the National 
Development Strategy at MINEPAT. 
To achieve this objective, Govern-
ment will, according to NDS30, en-

HUMAN CAPITAL 

A pillar to… build on
Education, vocational training and actions inducing health and socio-economic well-
being are envisaged in order to make the Cameroonian population both a develop-
ment factor and beneficiary. 

deavour to guarantee access to 
primary education for all children 
of school-age, achieve a 100% 
completion rate at primary level, 
reduce school disparities in terms 
of school infrastructure and tea-
ching staff, increase the supply of 
vocational and technical training 

from 10 to 25% at secondary level 
and from 18 to 35% at tertiary le-
vel.
On this last aspect, it equally en-
tails, at operational level, to go 
beyond the 1 648 public and pri-
vate vocational training centres 
and institutes currently offering 
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close to 240 training specialties to more 
than 45 000 learners each year. Moreo-
ver, as we learn, Government intends 
‘‘to introduce in training syllabuses and 
programmes, courses pertaining to so-
cial and economic values necessary for 
strengthening the spirit of patriotism 
and enterprise in learners’’.
On a different note, in addition to im-
proving access to housing, water (61% 
of the population in 2014) and electri-
city supply (62.1% in 2016 on an initial 
projection of 70%), the new reference 
framework for Cameroon’s develop-
ment anticipates on noticeable pro-
gress in the health sector. Clearly spea-
king, during the next ten years, thanks 
to the improvement in health offer, the 
country intends taking maternal morta-
lity rate to below 70 deaths per 100 000 
live births; reducing neonatal mortality 
to not more than 12 per 1 000 live bir-
ths at most, and under five mortality 
to 25 per 1 000 live births at most (as 
against 48 per 1000 in 2018). 
NDS30 also anticipates reducing the 
prevalence and mortality of major 
communicable and non-communi-
cable diseases by at least 30%; redu-
cing malnutrition in children under five 
by two-thirds; and making 80% of inter-
mediary and peripheral health facilities 
viable, etc.

Rosine Nkonla Azanmene

“The Government of Came-
roon intends to ‘‘promote 
an educational system 
at the end of which each 
young graduate is socially 
integrated, bilingual, 
competent in a key area 
for the country’s develop-
ment …’’
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In Cameroon, official data reveals 
that the share of jobs created by 
the formal private sector drop-
ped during the 2005-2010 pe-

riod, moving from 4.8% to only 3.8%. 
In addition to this reality in a sector 
rather called upon to be the driver of 
economic growth, the labour market 
in Cameroon is characterized by a 
strong predominance of the informal 
sector, the real nursery of underem-
ployment in the country (77% in 2014). 
According to the Ecam-4 report, the 
informal employment rate within the 
active population culminated around 
88.6% in 2014, thereby registering 
only a 1.9 point drop over a four-year 
period. 
In order to promote decent jobs and 
economic integration in the country, 
Government has made this issue one 
of the four pillars of the 2020-2030 
National Development Strategy, with 
the main objective of creating more 
than five million quality jobs during 
the current decade.
To achieve this objective, Govern-
ment primarily intends to activate 
the lever of public procurements, by 
capitalizing on opportunities offered 
by the ‘‘High-Labour Intensity’’ (HLI) 
approach in carrying out public in-
vestment projects, including those 
with external funding. This approach, 
which consists in using local raw ma-
terials and labour also enables to 
leave 70 to 80% of the project bud-
get in the locality hosting the project, 
buttressed Medard Kouatchou, Head 
of the HLI Unit at the Ministry of Eco-

EMPLOYMENT PROMOTION

The therapy using public procurements 
and reducing informal sector workers
The labour intensive work method (HLI Approach) in projects, migration of informal to 
formal activities, increase of productivity in rural areas and private sector employment are 
as many levers to be activated to consolidate the socio-economic integration of the popu-
lation. 

nomy, Planning and Regional De-
velopment.
Then, is its desire to boost job 
creation during the 2020-2030 pe-
riod, Government has taken the 
commitment to encourage the 
majority of enterprises to migrate 
from the informal to the formal 
sector through the provision of 
some incentive measures. This, 
as listed out by NDS30, notably 
includes the ‘‘specific support for 
Very Small Enterprises (VSE) in 
terms of taxation and access to 
micro- credit, in order to enhance 
the attractiveness of this status; 
providing incentives for VSEs to 
transform into SMEs/SMIs; conso-
lidating the restricted access pro-
visions for SMEs/SMIs in some 
public contracts; reforming the 
subcontracting mechanism; and 
accelerating the setting up of bu-
siness incubators in technical and 
vocational training  institutions’’. 
In the same vein, it is provided to 
preserve jobs in large companies 
and encourage them to create 

many more jobs, notably through 
the observance of the principle 
of Cameroonian management”, 
‘‘better exploitation and develop-
ment of sources of jobs offered by 
the green and blue economies’’.
Lastly, according to NDS30, Go-
vernment intends to combat 
unemployment and trends towards 
underemployment in the country 
through the setting up of Develop-
ment Cooperative Societies (DCS) 
in all councils. This instrument 
aims at tapping on the potential 
of small farmers and other family 
farmers who, as we learn, repre-
sent three-quarters of Cameroon’s 
agricultural producers. Concretely, 
through actions such as facilitating 
access to inputs, popularization of 
high-yield techniques, organiza-
tion of bulk marketing of products, 
development of agricultural insu-
rance, DCS intends, by the year 
2030, to increase agricultural pro-
ductivity, employment and income 
of inhabitants of rural areas.

BRM
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“Government has made 
this issue one of the four 
pillars of the 2020-2030 
National Development 
Strategy, with the main 
objective of creating more 
than five million quality 
jobs during the current 
decade”.
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Several years after the launching 
of the decentralization process in 
Cameroon, the observation made 
by NDS30 designers is scathing: 

‘‘Despite the transfer of sixty-three (63) 
powers provided for by the laws of 2004 
on decentralization and related financial 
resources to councils, the persistence of 
poverty, notably in rural areas, requires 
that the transfer of the first generation 
powers should be rendered fully opera-
tional in councils and that powers pro-
vided for by law to regions should also 
be transferred in conformity with the re-
solution of the Major National Dialogue 
as well as to complete and intensify the 
decentralization process and reinforce 
local development such that Regional 
and Local Authorities (RLAs) can become 
pivots of growth and development’’, the 
document reads.
To achieve this objective, and in straight 
line with the new National Development 
Strategy, in 2020, Cameroon endowed 
itself with a law on the general code on 
regional and local authorities. This law, 
which is henceforth the country’s decen-
tralization bible, lays down the general 
framework and strengthens principles 
pertaining to free administration and 
functional autonomy of RLAs; enshrines 
the principle of exclusiveness in the 
exercise of powers transferred to RLAs; 
provides for the allocation of financial 
resources related to transferred powers 
(15% of the State revenue) directly allo-
cated to RLAs.
But beyond general considerations, 

DECENTRALIZATION AND GOVERNANCE

The additional boost 
awaited from NDS30
In its fourth pillar, the new development strategy exalts the 
managerial autonomy of the management of local and regional 
authorities and efficiency in the conduct of public policies.

Government has granted a spe-
cial status to the North-West and 
South-West Regions and has com-
mitted itself to strengthening auto-
nomy in other regions (the maiden 
regional councils were commis-
sioned just recently, editor’s note) 
and councils. In the same vein, 
through the reforms of the Special 
Council Support Fund (FEICOM), 
the bank of Cameroon’s councils, 
it entails optimizing the collection 
and distribution of council and re-
gional taxes, in a bid to boosting 
the financial capacity of RLAs.
As for governance, as official 
sources hold, smooth NDS30 im-

plementation passes through the 
pursuit of the modernization of pu-
blic finance and debt management, 
streamlining the management of 
public establishments and corpo-
rations deemed budget consuming 
and less competitive, continuing 
the improvement of the business 
climate known for being both dif-
ficult and risky, involving the dias-
pora in the country’s development 
actions, as well as regulating and 
controlling the national economic 
space.

Romuald Akoa Zoé

“Government has granted 
a special status to the 
North-West and Sou-
th-West Regions and 
has committed itself to 
strengthening autonomy 
in other regions”

ON THE PATHS OF EMERGENCE
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‘‘The role of the private 
sector in NDS30 is one 
of main driver of eco-
nomic development. 

To successfully play this role, Govern-
ment laid down guidelines both at 
the level of the structural transforma-
tion of the economy and economic 
and financial governance as well as 
the transformation of the financial 
system’’. This assertion by Paulin 
Mendo, Head of the Economic Ana-
lysis Unit at the Ministry of Economy, 
Planning and Regional Development 
(MINEPAT), reveals the expectations 
that the Government of Cameroon 
has in the private sector to ensure 
successful NDS30 implementation 
during the current decade.
This entails that the success of NDS30 
implementation is closely linked to 
the involvement of the private sector. 
‘‘The strategy is built by placing the 
private sector at the heart of the pro-
cess. For example, on the aspect per-
taining to structural transformation of 
the economy, nine key sectors were 
shortlisted in line with the Industria-

STAKEHOLDERS

The necessary 
synergy between 
the public and 
private sectors
NDS30 enacted a number of reforms to 
be implemented by the State in order 
to enable the creators of wealth to fully 
play its role in steering economic deve-
lopment

lization Master Plan (IMP). ‘‘Enter-
prises constitute the backbone of 
these different sectors’’, the finan-
cial engineer Babissakana corro-
borates.
For instance, achieving the eco-
nomic growth objectives projec-
ted by the new strategy require 
increased investments in the pro-
ductive sector for which the private 
sector is the main stakeholder. In 
more detail, as official sources 
hold, this increase in investments 
is expected to average around 
11.4% annually between 2021 and 
2030 under the Vision scenario, as 
compared to 7.6% under the Refe-
rence scenario. ‘‘This development 
will be mainly driven by private in-
vestments, whose growth over the 
period is estimated at nearly 12%. 
In GDP percentage, overall invest-
ment is expected to be around 
25.2% in 2025 and to continue ri-
sing gradually to reach nearly 29% 
in 2030, that is, an increase of near-
ly 4 points compared to the level 
assumed in the Reference scena-

rio’’, the NDS30 underscores.

Business development

Thus, to enable such develop-
ments in investments of bu-
sinessmen (+12% over a ten-year 
period), on the heels of the huge 
investments made by the State in 
the infrastructural sector over the 
past few years (dams, bridges, 
port, water supply projects, etc.), it 
is important for public authorities 
to provide further support through 
reforms aimed notably at trigge-
ring business development. From 
this viewpoint, in addition to the 
2013 law (revised in 2017) on pri-
vate investment incentives in the 
Republic of Cameroon, NDS30 ad-
vocates for additional reforms.
Concretely, it entails ‘‘building a 
renovated system of incentives 
to business development (invest-
ments and exports), by combining 
the categories of instruments ge-
nerally accepted internationally; 
gradually forming a critical mass of 
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Collaboration

The role of civil society organizations and 
the scientific community
In Cameroon, the popularization of research findings remains the 
weak link in this area. Researchers, by their own admission, feel left 
behind when it comes to the country’s development initiatives whe-
reas their research results can at times change vast segments of the 
society and local economy only if their works were taken more se-
riously. The lack of a real bridge between the scientific community, 
decision makers and other businessmen deprives Cameroon of a ma-
jor link in the development chain.  
From this viewpoint, NDS30 seems to be an initiative likely to sound 
the alarm-bell of the renaissance of a committed scientific commu-
nity resolutely geared towards searching for solutions to problems 
hindering Cameroon’s socio-economic development. To this end, in 
addition to being listened to, researchers will enjoy some facilities 
enacted in NDS30. ‘‘In order to improve the contribution of research 
to the country’s development, Government plans to set up a National 
Innovation System; pool the infrastructural and scientific capacities of 
research centres and universities by ensuring the upgrading of tech-
nical platforms; create a mechanism for sustainable financing of re-
search in all sectors; define a strategy for international partnerships 
to capture technologies and knowledge that would have significant 
added value for the country’s development’’, official sources hold.
In the same light, civil society organizations, the watchdog of non-par-
tisan interests, should constantly be on the alert, to the effect of en-
suring that the promises made within the framework of NDS30 are 
kept, or that obstacles to the successful implementation of the new 
national development strategy are effectively removed. Over the past 
few years, actions of the public governance component in monitoring 
projects included in the Public Investment Budget (PIB) have clearly 
highlighted the importance civil society organizations now have in the 
efficient management of State affairs.

BRM

‘‘national champions’’, representing flagships 
or leaders in various industrial pillars as well as 
in the financial sector; creating and setting up 
specialized bodies in accordance with the pro-
visions of the Investment Charter on the pro-
motion of private initiative and reform the eco-
nomic chambers to make them more efficient; 
devising mechanisms for performance monito-
ring and evaluation of companies benefitting 
from incentives and taking corrective measures 
against any observed slippage’’.
Thus, beyond these actions linked to the struc-
tural transformation of the economy, the new 
strategy proposes measures related to finan-
cial and economic governance. Here, it mainly 
entails ‘‘reducing the costs of factor and proce-
dures linked to land availability; improving on 
the mobilization of domestic savings to finance 
the private sector; lifting the main obstacles 
that impede the development of public-pri-
vate partnerships; promoting the use of local 
materials, especially through public procure-
ments… ’’ According to expert opinion, these 
public procurements should also take national 
preference into account.

Brice R. Mbodiam
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‘‘The Vision scenario is 
the one on which the 
achievement of the 
emergence objectives 

is based. It is therefore based on a 
set of key assumptions about the na-
tional and international environment. 
As a result, it faces specific risks of 
underperformance due to significant 
changes that could occur in the rea-
lization of certain key assumptions’’. 
This assumption underscored by 
NDS30 designers clearly illustrates 
that the deployment of actions per-
taining to Cameroon’s new develop-
ment strategy will not be hitch-free. 
This context is even more polluted 
by some crises whose persistence 
or deepening will seriously under-

CHALLENGES

A risk-proof NDS30
The successful implementation of the new development strategy is subject to the 
lessening of crises underway in the country and timely implementation of some pro-
jects.

mine the country’s achievement of 
emergence.
Among these crises, there are 
exactions of the Boko Haram isla-
mic sect in the Far North Region. 
These acts of violence have been 
going on since the year 2013. Ac-
cording to a World Bank report 
published in September 2018, 
since 2013, about 17 000 head of 
cattle and thousands of sheep and 
goats were carried away by Boko 
Haram members in villages of Ca-
meroon’s Far North Region, there-
by representing a net loss of more 
than CFA Francs 3 billion. 
The already moribund economic 
fabric of this part of the country 
has been washed away, thereby 

compelling Government to grant 
the status of an economic disas-
ter zone to the Far North Region, 
a status accompanied by adminis-
trative, tax and customs facilities 
likely to attract new investments. 
Given the insecurity created by 
terrorists of the Islamic sect, Niger 
abandoned the project to export 
its crude oil via the Chad-Came-
roon pipeline, thereby resulting in 
significant revenue loss for Came-
roon’s public treasury in terms of 
transit duties.
In addition to seriously jeopar-
dizing economic activities and 
investments, Boko Haram is im-
posing supplementary security ex-
penditure on Government, which 

DOSSIER NDS 30
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The climate threat

would have normally channeled these 
resources to investment projects that 
act as growth catalysts. To understand 
the magnitude of the security spending 
thus imposed on the State, budgetary 
corrective measures taken by the Head 
of State on 29 May 2019 show an in-
crease of CFA Francs 20 billion to the 
security allocation, a financial envelope 
meant for maintaining the deployment 
of the army in crises-prone regions. Such 
is the case for the North-West and Sou-
th-West Regions which are facing sepa-
ratist claims since the end of 2016.
‘‘Within the framework of NDS30, a 
key assumption is the gradual return 
to peace in these Regions by 2023. Fai-
lure to achieve this, the hypothesis is 
likely to have consequences not only 
for economic development but also on 
public finances and the improvement of 
basic social amenities’’, the document 
highlights. Concretely, such a scena-

rio would lead, as we learn, to a 
less favourable dynamic in the 
agricultural sub-sector, especial-
ly in connection with the drop in 
activities at the Cameroon De-
velopment Corporation (CDC) 
and Pamol as well as difficulties 
in product supply and disposal 
within these regions; decline in 
BPW activities due to the inability 
to implement the reconstruction 
plan of the North-West and Sou-
th-West Regions; non achieve-
ment of the objectives of mobili-
zing public revenue in this part of 
the country, etc.
However, in addition to security 
challenges to be met, the Go-
vernment of Cameroon should, 
for successful NDS30 implemen-
tation, carry out some projects 
within allotted deadlines. Such is 
the case for agricultural projects, 

of which ‘‘failure to meet the as-
signed objectives could jeopar-
dize the competitiveness of the 
industries and chances of diver-
sifying the economy’’, official 
sources hold. Similarly, NDS30 
specifies that ‘‘ failure to meet 
the energy schedule could jeo-
pardize the overall sectoral deve-
lopment prospects envisaged’’, 
with the consequence of having 
an average annual GDP growth 
rate over the 2021-2030 period 
of about 7%, as compared to 8% 
under the Vision scenario, that 
is a drop of one point, highlight 
MINEPAT officials. A delay in 
carrying out infrastructural pro-
jects will, on its part, lead a de-
cline of 1.1% on the average GDP 
growth rate projected in 2030.  

Priscille Bos’aa

According to NDS30 designers, 
though Cameroon contributes 
very little to the emission of 
greenhouse gases, the risk of 
climate change looms over the 
implementation of the new de-
velopment strategy. In fact, the 
document underscores that, 
‘‘some World Bank studies on 
Cameroon have highlighted the 
links between climate change, 
floods, drying up of water points 
and disruption of agricultural ca-
lendar in several regions. These 
consequences are notably reflec-
ted in the drop in agricultural and 
pastoral productivity, the increase 
in post-harvest losses and labour 
costs, natural disasters and the 
deterioration of road infrastruc-
tures, the occurrence of food in-
security situations, especially in 

the northern regions, and epidemics, notably 
cholera’’. 
The worsening of this phenomenon, the Wor-
ld Bank underscores, is likely to cause a loss in 
terms of growth points in the agricultural sector, 
thereby varying between -1% and -3%. Conse-
quently, increased climate change during the 
period of NDS30 implementation in Cameroon 
could, according to official simulations, lead 
to ‘‘a 1.5 decline in the average annual growth 

rates envisaged (over the 2021-2030 period) 
under the Vision scenario and in the most ex-
posed sectors, namely food crops and livestock 
farming. To this end, the economic dynamics of 
these sectors are considered in this simulation 
at 7% and 6.5%, respectively on average over 
the  2021-2030 period, as against 8.5% and 8% 
under the Vision scenario’’.  

BRM
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It is an open secret to say that 
NDS30 is a gigantic project which 
consequently badly needs solid 
foundations. One of these foun-

dations, according to strategy desi-
gners, is communication. ‘‘Commu-
nication will strengthen the dialogue 
around key issues of the strategy, and 
promote information sharing at all 
levels’’, the document underscores. 
This therefore exalts the full-scale use 
of available communication channels 

NDS30 IMPLEMENTATION 

Administrative pre-requisites: 
a categorical imperative
Full-scale communication drive, steering and monitoring-evaluation mechanism, 
harmonization of sector-based strategies, regulatory reforms… are amongst some the 
actions that should be carried out prior to the implementation of the new develop-
ment strategy.

for better NDS30 ownership by 
various stakeholders. This aspect 
is all the more crucial that ‘‘com-
munication has been the weak link 
in GESP implementation’’, official 
sources disclose.
Moreover, concomitantly with the 
deployment of communication 
on the strategy which ‘‘must take 
place before and during NDS30 
implementation’’, its designers 
underscore the need to set up a 

steering and monitoring-evalua-
tion structure. It is the National 
Planning and Regional Develop-
ment Council which, in addition to 
public authorities, will comprise re-
presentatives from the private sec-
tor and civil society organizations. 
This superstructure under the di-
rect authority of the Prime Minister 
will have the following main mis-
sions of ‘‘supervising the overall 
implementation of the strategy; 
determining necessary resource 
mobilization plans; validating pro-
grammes of various Government 
institutions to be implemented 
under the strategy’s priority action 
plan and guide budgetary pro-
gramming accordingly; assessing 
the results, effects and impacts of 
the strategy implementation on 
the country’s economic and social 
development through constant 
monitoring of key indicators; 
constantly ensuring alignment and 
consistency of all sectoral, minis-
terial, regional and council action 
plans with priorities laid down in 
the strategy’’.

DOSSIER NDS 30
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On this last aspect, there is prior 
need to adapt not less than fifty 
sector-based strategies with the 
new national development strate-
gy, thereby giving pride of place to 
the adoption of a ‘‘law to lay down 
the general framework for plan-
ning’’. This regulatory instrument 
will determine the link between 
these various texts and the natio-
nal strategy, official sources hold. 
Similarly, experts having worked 
on NDS30 insist that several re-
forms should be carried out. Such 
is for example the case with the re-
reading of the legal and regulatory 
framework on energy mix in order 
to promote renewable energy in 
the like of biomass-energy; setting 
up an export promotion agency 
or better still rereading the legal 
and regulatory framework gover-
ning the land and surveys regime 

in order to harmonize it with the 
industrialization drive underway, 
agricultural modernization, urban 
development, real estate and hou-
sing…
In the same vein, as we learn, se-
veral other reforms should be 
carried out or simply finalized. 
They concern, amongst others, 
the adoption of implementation 
instruments for the mining code; 
effectively setting up a Deposit 
and Consignment Fund (DCF), a 
bank to finance investments, a Ca-
meroon Import-Export Bank (Exim 
Bank), a sovereign fund to support 
investments in key industrializa-
tion sectors; or even reforming the 
legal framework on the status of 
Cameroon’s diaspora in a bid to 
optimizing its contribution to the 
country’s development.  

BRM

A law to ensure better 
planning 
Conscious of the planning efforts necessary to lay the 
foundation of NDS30 operationalization, Government 
has envisaged the adoption of a law to lay down the 
general framework for planning. It will define the link 
between various other instruments and the national 
strategy. It entails regional development scheme; sec-
toral and thematic strategies; inter-sectoral plans; de-
velopment plans; regional and council development 
plans; over-arching projects; mid-term alignment ins-
truments (MTBF, MTEF); budgetary programmes at 
national and local level; cooperation programmes; 
sub-programmes for public establishments; manage-
ment control mechanisms… It will in fact concern the 
conduct of a set of feasibility studies for flagship plans, 
programmes and projects as well as pre-identified re-
forms. The exercises will require consequential budget 
efforts during the first three years of the strategy imple-
mentation.
AO
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EMERGING CAMEROON - N°003  May  202132

Where will money come 
from to finance the 
implementation of 
the 2020-2030 Natio-

nal Development Strategy (NDS30)? 
We are talking here about adequate 
resources to successfully carry out, 
during ten years, all the projects 
shortlisted by Government. The com-
pletion of these projects will mean 
that Cameroon’ economy, which is 
the foundation of the strategy, has 
been structurally transformed. Conse-
quently, we will need a lot of money. 
Huge amounts of money indeed! To 
such an extent that in the NDS30 fi-
nancing equation as outlined, it is far 
from asking the State to incur more 
debts. 
The financing approach chosen can 
rather be likened to the ‘fisherman’s 
technique’ at sea. He will spread his 
net as wide as possible to obtain a 
qualitative and quantitative catch. 
Within the framework of NDS30, the 
primary source of revenue undoub-
tedly remains the State budget. 
Yet, other levers will be activated to 
gather the required resources: bilate-
ral and multilateral cooperation; the 

NDS30 FINANCING 

The State goes 
searching for funds 
Besides budget resources, the financial market 
will be called upon to contribute, as well as funds 
transfer from the diaspora and resort to the pri-
vate sector, etc. 

financial market, private sector, pu-
blic-private partnerships, domestic 
savings and funds transfer from 
the diaspora. 

The State’s own resources 

For the budget to finance invest-
ments contained in NDS30, reve-
nue must accordingly be made 
available. The mobilization policy 
of these budgetary resources will 
be consequently strengthened. 
To this end, only tax exemptions 
with proven positive impact on the 
economy will be retained after the 
audit envisaged. The same holds 
true for the systematic collection 
of information on medium and 
large-scale enterprises with a view 

to significantly reducing tax eva-
sion and fraud.
The State also intends to look for 
money it the forestry sector in or-
der to tap on resources stemmi-
ng from their exploitation, deter 
illegal logging and step up its tax 
collection. Innovative taxes will be 
introduced in a bid to broadening 
the tax base.
Lastly, there is an entire strategy to 
be devised to increase the share 
of non-tax revenue in budget re-
venue. All along the 2020-2030 
decade, Government intends to 
maintain the share of investments 
in the budget to at least 30%.

DOSSIER NDS 30
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External financial assistance

Apart from State coffers, there is 
money out there. Domestic sa-
vings, for example, savings by 
individuals and households domi-
ciled today in bank accounts are 
evaluated at about CFA Francs 
4 000 billion. This amount of mo-
ney does not include cash circu-
lating in njangis or tontines (so-
cial groups), a traditional savings 
widely disseminated across the 
country and whose transactions 
are not yet sufficiently channeled 
in formal circuits of the economy. 
The implementation of the inclu-
sive national strategy should bring 
all these into the banking system 

so that they should be effectively 
used for the country’s develop-
ment. 
On the financial market, in particu-
lar, holders of capital are present 
and ready to invest their resources. 
The rich and fruitful experience 
of the State of Cameroon on this 
market which has been going on 
since 2010, through the issuing of 
treasury bills and bonds as well as 
debenture bonds, will be turned 
to good account. On the moneta-
ry money market alone, the level 
of liquidity is officially estimated 
at CFA Francs 2 000 billion. Huge 
capital to be tapped for pumping 
into the various investments ear-
marked.

Private partners 

Public-private partnerships (PPP) re-
main a financing mode which is sui-
table for carrying out heavy invest-
ment projects. For the State, a public 
partner in this case, recourse to this 
instrument ensures substantial sa-
vings on the overall cost of the pro-
ject to be implemented, cuts down 
on administrative deadlines in such 
a way as to step up the implemen-
tation and gets freed from financial 
constraints. 
The country, which already has a le-
gal and institutional dispensation, 
only has to use this instrument to 
attract good partners with financially 
viable projects. The Support Coun-

ON THE PATHS OF EMERGENCE
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Source: NDS30 (MINFI data, Autonomous Sinking Fund, 2019). *July.
NB: In spite of its viability, Cameroon’s indebtedness rate calls for caution. 

Evolution of the public debt /GDP ratio from 2006 to 2019 (in %)

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019*

Total Debt /GDP 21,4 16,1 13,2 13,4 16,3 17,3 16,9 19,9 22,6 27,5 24,7 31,3 33,1 36,8

Foreign Debt /GDP 11,7 9,9 9,0 8,9 9,6 10,2 10,9 13,1 16,0 20,8 20,3 23,3 25,5 -

cil for the Realization of Partnership 
Contracts (CARPA) will therefore be 
available to search for these private 
investors both at national and inter-
national level. This will be a plus to 
the contribution of the national and 
foreign private sector, for which in-
vestments to the tune of more than 
60% of resources necessary for achie-
ving the NDS30’s targeted structural 
transformation of the economy are 
expected. 
In 2016, Cameroon received 6.9 bil-
lion dollars (more than CFA Francs 
3 700 billion) on account of Foreign 
Direct Investments according to data 
from the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD). To attract more investments, 
emphasis should be laid on the in-
vestment promotion strategy. The 
Agency operating in this segment of 
activity will, more than ever before, 
be at the forefront of seduction. Mo-
reover, the State intends to imple-
ment a partnership strategy not only 
with major industrial groups and lea-
ding enterprises, but also with invest-
ment funds.

The indispensible role of the 
diaspora

Cameroonians living abroad have 
their say. In 2018, they transferred 
home the sum of 345 million dol-
lars, that is, close to CFA Francs 
187 billion. This money, which was 
until now mainly used for suppor-
ting daily needs of families, could 
constitute a real stimulus for in-
creasing domestic savings and be 
consequently redirected into pro-
ductive investments. 

The State therefore knows that 
it has to devise incentive mecha-
nisms not only to continue recei-
ving these funds transfer from 
the diaspora, but also and most 
especially funds dedicated to in-
vestments. A set of actions is thus 
envisaged, notably the setting up 
of guarantee and support funds 
for investment projects of national 
magnitude and even issuing dias-
pora bonds.

Josiane Tchakounte
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On 16 
N o -
v e m b e r 
2020, during 

the presentation of the Na- t i o n a l 
Development Strategy, stakeholders ex-
pressed concerns related to its monito-
ring and evaluation. ‘‘I would like to point 
out that we are going to need, very impe-
ratively, a compelling monitoring mecha-
nism’’, Professor Roger Tsafack Nanfosso 
indicated. For the Rector of the Univer-
sity of Dschang, in the country’s Ouest 
Region, ‘‘If we do not have a compelling 
monitoring mechanism, we could formu-
late several development strategies and 
still have disappointments as was the case 
with GESP’’. ‘‘in the State’s decision-ma-
king chain, there should be an offensive, 
aggressive and proactive dynamic to be 

MONITORING-EVALUATION 

Reports expected on a 
quarterly basis…
An institutional dispensation, placed under the authority of the Prime Minister, has 
been provided to constantly ensure hitch-free NDS30 implementation.  

able to implement the contents 
of the document…’’ the finan-
cial engineer Babissakana, CEO 
of the Prescriptor Consulting 
Firm declared.
Based effectively on the expe-
rience of GESP implementa-
tion, NDS30 has provided for 
an institutional steering and 
monitoring-evaluation mecha-
nism, placed under the autho-
rity of the Prime Minister. It is 
the National Planning Council. 
Composed of all members of 
Government, private sector 
stakeholders and civil society or-

ganizations, its main mission 
is to supervise the ove-

rall implementation 
of the strategy and 

assess the results, ef-
fects and impacts of the imple-
mentation of the strategy on the 
country’s socio-economic deve-
lopment through the constant 
monitoring of key indicators.

Several reports expected annually 

To accomplish its missions, the 
Council is assisted by a National 
Monitoring-Evaluation Com-
mittee. This Committee, placed 
under the authority of the Minis-
ter in charge of Planning, will be 
responsible for coordinating all 
monitoring-evaluation activities 
for implementing the strategy. 
It concerns, amongst others, 
quarterly, semester and annual 
reports. The Committee is com-
posed of secretaries general of 

all ministries, representatives of 
other Government institutions 
and public bodies, Regional 
and Local Authorities, consular 
chambers and the private sec-
tor, civil society organizations as 
well as technical and financial 
partners. All of which is crowned 
by a statistical programme 
based on a national develop-
ment strategy of the updated 
statistics.
For Government, this partici-
patory monitoring-evaluation 
mechanism aims to ‘‘establish 
a constructive and sustainable 
dialogue between all develop-
ment actors (the State, Private 
sector, civil society, technical and 
financial partners as well as be-
neficiaries)’’. But, some experts 
want that this instrument should 
be perfected. Such is the case 
with Professor Viviane Ondoua 
Biwole, who expressed concerns 
on its cumbersome nature and 
the fact that actors in charge of 
NDS30 implementation are also 
involved in its evaluation. Accor-
ding to this public management 
expert, ‘‘Government would 
gain in having a team of certified 
evaluators (who meet in a tech-
nical committee at the place of 
ministers and secretaries gene-
ral) or sub-contract this evalua-
tion within the framework of ex-
ternal audits or have themselves 
assisted by neutral experts with 
proven skills’’. 

Aboudi Ottou
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ALAMINE OUSMANE MEY 

‘‘Targeting 
emergence 
requires great 
voluntarism’’

Beginning of implementation, harmo-
nization with the budget and post-Co-

vid recovery plan, reforms, financing, 
risks, monitoring-evaluation… the 

Minister of Economy, Planning and 
Regional Development who steered 

the formulation of the National Deve-
lopment Strategy and ensures its im-
plementation follow-up, throws more 

light on shadow areas. 

The guest
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The 2020-2030 National Develop-
ment Strategy (NDS30) was pre-
sented to the general public on 16 
November 2020. When is its imple-
mentation scheduled to begin? 
In fact, the National Development 
Strategy (NDS30), the new reference 
framework for the action of Govern-
ment, Regional and Local Authorities 
and technical and financial partners, 
was adopted by Government during 
the Cabinet Meeting held on 28 No-
vember 2019 and presented to the 
general public on 16 November 2020. 
However, its implementation is ef-
fective since the 2020 Financial Year, 
through the application of several 
guidelines and key considerations. 
They notably concern  import-substi-
tution promotion, through a budge-
tary provision in favour of the  pro-
duction of consumer goods which 
put pressure on the balance of trade; 
acceleration of the integral commis-
sioning of first generation projects, 
just to name a few.

Is the 2021 budget based on 
NDS30? Can we have some ele-
ments to illustrate this?
We can say that the 2021 budget is 
effectively based of NDS30. It is even 
an instruction of the President of the 
Republic. With Circular N° 001/CAB/
PRC of 10 July 2020 relating to the 
preparation of the State budget for 
the 2021 Financial Year, instructions 
were given to align the 2021 budget 
with reforms underpinned by the Na-
tional Development Strategy, which 
operationalizes the second phase 

THE GUEST

of the 2035 Development 
Vision. The budget orienta-
tion discussion which took 
place in 2020 for the 2021-
2023 triennium was based 
on NDS30 guidelines as the 
backbone for formulating 
public policies on account of 
the 2021-2023 triennium. 
Concretely, most reforms and 
innovations of the 2021 bud-
get relate to the structural 
transformation of our eco-
nomy, which constitutes the 
fundamental pillar of NDS30. 
We can also find the fol-
lowing elements in the 2021 
budget: an allocation to the 
tune of CFA Francs 50 billion 
for the production of consu-
mer good (rice, fish, maize, 
millet, sorghum) within the 
framework of import-substi-
tution which we mentioned 
earlier; tax and customs inno-
vations of the 2021 Finance 
Law which aim to promote 
and protect production in 
agricultural and industrial 

sectors; increase in alloca-
tions meant for Regional and 
Local Authorities in line with 
the strategy’s key considera-
tions.

Cameroon is simultaneously 
launching NDS30 and a 
three-year post Covid-19 
economic recovery plan. 
How are these two plan-
ning tools going to be de-
ployed?
It should be noted that the 
three-year post Covid-19 
economic recovery plan is 
part and parcel of NDS30, 
which is to be deployed in 
three phases. This response 
plan as well as other initia-
tives, such as the support 
plan to consumer goods, 
will enable us strengthen 
our country’s resilience in the 
face of exogenous chocks. 
It is also worth taking note 
that the Co vid-19 pandemic 
comforts NDS30 strategic 
options, notably the need for 

« Concretely, most reforms and innovations of the 2021 
budget relate to the structural transformation of our economy, 

which constitutes the fundamental pillar of NDS30»
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we have to achieve 
in terms of eco-
nomic growth if 

we want to meet our 
ultimate goal which 
is to be granted 
the status of up-
p e r- m i d d l e - i n -
come country in 

2035. 
And it is all the more realis-
tic, inasmuch as simulations 
have shown that this growth 
level will be achieved if the 
reforms and plans recom-
mended in NDS30 are effec-
tively implemented. They no-
tably include: directing public 
procurements towards local 
service providers; promoting 
our best companies referred 
to as ‘‘national champions’’; 
enhancing the ‘‘Made in Ca-
meroon’’ label; increasing 
agricultural production and 
productivity; implementing 
the strategy’s plans and ma-
jor initiatives. In this context, 
the role of the private sector 
is vital. 

Among the risks likely to 
undermine the achievement 
of this performance, there is 
delay in project implemen-
tation. What has been done 
to date to mitigate this risk? 
In fact, from the overall GESP 
evaluation, it stems out that 
the several delays registered 
in project implementation du-
ring the first phase negatively 
impacted the growth rate all 
along this period. Project im-
maturity and lack of funding 
accounted for the major rea-
sons brought forward. 
To mitigate this risk, NDS30 
has laid emphasis on project 
maturation and funding using 
the Project-Finance approach 
which gives priority to pu-
blic-private partnerships, by 
seeking alternative financing 
to the public investment bud-
get which is limited, given the 
magnitude of major projects 
to be implemented.

The guest

us to base ourselves, more than 
ever before, on our national po-
tential and resources to build 
our socio-economic develop-
ment.

NDS30 intends to achieve an 
average growth of 8% over 
the next ten years. Given the 
crisis situation under which the 
strategy is launched, is this fi-
gure not too ambitious?
It is important to recall that the 
8% average growth rate envi-
saged is based on objective 
foundations. As a matter of 
fact, it is the result of a rigorous 
macroeconomic and budgetary 
alignment which was carried out 
in formulating the strategy. 8% 
is the performance level which 

To mitigate this risk, 
NDS30 has laid 
emphasis on pro-
ject maturation and 
funding using the 
Project-Finance ap-
proach which gives 
priority to public-pri-
vate partnerships, by 
seeking alternative 
financing to the pu-
blic investment bud-
get which is limited, 
given the magnitude 
of major projects to 
be implemented.
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THE GUEST

About fifty reform items have 
been envisaged to support 
NDS30 implementation. Isn’t it a 
challenge to be overcome for the 
success of this strategy? 
We grant that this seems overly am-
bitious, but these reforms are ne-
cessary and indispensable. Others 
are legislative and regulatory re-
forms, thereby having the advan-
tage of not generating huge expen-
diture. In any case, the path towards 
achieving emergence requires great 
voluntarism and a real change of 
paradigm which induce the reforms.

During NDS30 presentation, vital 
checkpoints were raised by the 
private sector, civil society organi-
zations, scientific community, etc. 
concerning the lack of a funding 
strategy, human resource mana-
gement or even monitoring-eva-
luation architecture. In your opi-
nion, are these remarks relevant?

As for financing, we have to resort 
to various levers, notably: the State’s 

own budget resources, 
through an adequate tax 
policy; resources from the 
financial market; resources 
from bilateral and multila-
teral cooperation; the pri-
vate sector’s own resources; 
public-private partnerships 
(PPP); mobilization of do-
mestic savings and funds 
transfer from the diaspora. 
Moreover, work is ongoing 
in MINEPAT in order to un-
cover, in an operational 
manner, financing options 
taken under NDS30.
Concerning human resource 
management, NDS30 laid 
emphasis on the quality of 
human capital likely to be 
used to achieve industria-
lization objectives of the 
second phase of our deve-
lopment vision. Particular at-
tention will be given to the 
increase of technical and vo-
cational training offer, in col-

laboration with the strategy’s 
priority fields. 
As concerns the NDS30 
m o n i t o r i n g - e v a l u a t i o n 
mechanism governed by 
the Prime Minister, Head 
of Government’s Decree, it 
will enable us to identify un-
derperformance items and 
take, if need be, the cor-
rective measures  necessary 
for action management, in 
order to achieve objectives, 
on the one hand, and re-
direct strategic choices in 
order to increase policy im-
pact on development, on 
the other hand. We intend 
to speed up in establishing 
this mechanism, which will 
be composed of representa-
tives of various categories of 
development actors.  
 

Interviewed by Rosine 
Nkonla Azanmene 

Particular emphasis 
will be placed on 
increasing the supply 
of technical and 
vocational training, 
in relation to the 
priority sectors of the 
strategy.

"It should be noted that the three-year Post-Covid-19 Economic Recovery Plan is an integral 
part of the NDS30, which is planned to be rolled out in three major phases. This response plan, 
along with other initiatives such as the FMCG Support Plan, will allow us to build our country's 
resilience to exogenous shocks."
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COVID-19

Cameroon facing a shock of an 
unusual scale
As a result of the economic ramifications of this sanitary crisis, the country has re-
corded one of the lowest ever growth rates over the past twenty (20) years. 

FOCUS 

Cameroon was in recession 
in 2020, with a growth rate 
of -2.6% compared to 3.7% 
in 2019. According to some 

experts, the country never regis-
tered such a slowdown in growth 
during the past twenty (20) years. 
In relation to the 4% initially projec-
ted, the growth rate dropped by 6.6 
points. 
‘‘This unusual drop in twenty (20) 
years is mainly due to the sanitary 
and economic crises resulting from 

the Covid-19 pandemic, which 
led, amongst others, to a marked 
drop of national and international 
demand and supply, strong di-
sorganization in the supply chain, 
and massive reversals in capital 
inflows and private and official 
transfers to the Cameroon desti-
nation’’, officials from the Ministry 
of Economy, Planning and Regio-
nal Development (MINEPAT) ex-
plain.
Among the sectors hard hit by the 
coronavirus pandemic, several 

studies list out  services, especial-
ly branches of tourism (lodging, 
catering, etc.); commerce and 
transport, agri-food industries, 
public buildings and works, and 
more generally fields whose main 
activity is mainly export-oriented. 
In these enterprises, we have 
noticed significant slowdown in 
activity translated into the consi-
derable drop in production and 
turnover, technical layoffs as well 
as postponement of investment 
programmes. ’’There is every rea-
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FOCUS 

son to fear that some companies will be 
winding up with harmful consequences 
in terms employment, especially for very 
small, small and medium-sized enter-
prises’’, MINEPAT warns. 

Opportunity

The sanitary crisis also negatively im-
pacts on public finances. In fact, it re-
duces the State’s own resources, no-
tably assets and hard currency and 
hampers its import capacity whereas 
the pandemic, at the same time, leads 
to an increase in public spending, no-
tably health expenditure. Consequent-
ly, there will be a deterioration of the 
overall budget balance from the initial 
-2.1% of GDP included in the initial 2020 
Finance Law, to reach -3.1%. 
These macro-economic indicators show 
a trend which takes the country comple-
tely out of the path towards achieving 
emergence, thereby constituting a ma-
jor challenge. ‘‘The Covid-19 pandemic, 
though being a major challenge today, 

should also be considered as 
an opportunity for our country 
to position itself, change pa-
radigms, increasingly develop 
and continue to trade, by stren-
gthening trade links with various 
countries’’, Minister Alamine 
Ousmane Mey points out. 
In this light, Government claims 
to have drawn two main lessons 
from this crisis: they concern the 
need to ‘‘redefine our develop-
ment model, while taking into 
consideration variables which 
have, over the past few years, 
undermined the Cameroon pro-
ductive sector, namely the in-
crease of risks and exogenous 
threats’’, on the one hand. And 
‘‘the importance of working 
for the country’s real food and 
health sovereignty’’, on the other 
hand. This member of Govern-
ment shares the same idea with 
Colonel Roger Kuitcheu. The re-
tired senior military officer, who 
has been hammering it since the 
outbreak of the pandemic, sug-
gests however that the military 
strategy should be applied to 
the economy to make the most 
out of the prevailing situation. 

Audacity 

‘‘It is also important to do away 

with some cumbersome trends in 
our country’s economy, notably 
our heavy reliance on foreign 
countries, by increasingly produ-
cing what we consume, on the 
one hand, and by laying down 
solid foundations to conquer 
international markets, starting 
primarily from the sub-regional 
one, then to regional and glo-
bal ones, on the other hand’’, 
Government underscores. It mo-
reover states that: ‘‘it is obvious 
that the agricultural sector is the 
one in which we possess unde-
niable assets to conquer cap-
tive markets, while reducing our 
food dependency’’.
By way of response to the crisis, 
the country therefore intends 
to promote a real structural 
transformation of Cameroon’s 
economy on the basis of a vo-
luntarist policy option which is 
‘‘economic patriotism’’. Accor-
ding to retired Colonel Roger 
Kuitcheu, Government options 
go in this direction. It now re-
mains to ‘‘boldly’’ implement 
them. That is, implement them 
with an ‘‘audacity which does 
not know neither obstacles nor 
limits’’.  

Aboudi Ottou
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To revive its economy, in deep re-
cession due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the authorities of Ca-
meroon worked out a plan. An-

nexed to the 2021 Finance Law, the do-
cument titled: ‘‘Post Covid-19 economic 
recovery plan’’ is a concrete unraveling 
of the National Development Strategy 
(NDS30) during the 2021-2023 period. 
The plan notably aims at lending support 
to branches of activities strongly affected 
by the crisis and those capable of pro-
moting rapid recovery of the productive 
sector. To this end, ‘‘the measures envi-
saged fall in line, amongst others, with 
the national import-substitution policy 
framework and promotion of national 
preference, in order to strengthen the 
resilience capacity of the local econo-
mic fabric when confronted with external 
chocks’’, Government specifies. The ob-
jective to be achieved is to: ‘‘match eco-
nomic growth with the reference rate of 
Vision 2035’’.
In greater detail, more than eighty (80) 
actions, grouped under four main thrusts, 
form the plan’s backbone. They include 
the following: support to the production 
and processing of consumer goods; de-
vising mechanisms adapted and dedi-
cated to enterprise financing; revamping 
growth-generating branches/fields; and 
strengthening the competitiveness of 
enterprises.

POST COVID-19 RECOVERY

Targeting economic 
patriotism
National preference will guide State action in favour 
of enterprise during the next three years. 

FOCUS 

Actions 
Concretely, it will entail 

strengthening agricultural produc-
tion and processing from specula-
tions deemed sensitive in imple-
menting the import-substitution 
policy and national preference. It 
mainly concerns rice, maize, soja, 
millet/sorghum, fish and refined oil. 
It will also have to do with facilita-
ting access to cost-effective finan-
cing for some enterprises during 
this critical period. In other words, 
the above-mentioned plan aims to 
alleviate difficulties in accessing to 
finance as a result of the ups and 
downs of the balance sheets of en-
terprises, through specific financing 
heads lodged in banking institutions.

Besides, emphasis will be laid on 
measures aimed at reducing the cost 
of factors of production of very small, 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
involved especially in the agricultu-
ral sector. Specifically, there will be 
need to strengthen trade facilitation 
infrastructures, capacities of actors 
in value chain development tech-
niques, research and innovation, es-
pecially in agricultural development. 
Similarly, efforts will be deployed in 
order to improve access of local en-
terprises to national markets, notably 
through public procurements.

Aboudi Ottou 
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Measures to be implemented

FOCUS 

Thrust 1: support to the production 
and processing of consumer goods

• develop 5 000 acres of land for the cultivation of 
consumer goods (rice, maize, millet/sorghum, soja, 
etc.);
• support producers’ groupings in setting up an agri-
cultural produce storage and conservation mechanism;
• support to the production and distribution of im-
proved seedlings and other inputs (rice, maize, millet/
sorghum soja, cassava, etc.);
• support to the capacity building of production and 
processing plants of consumer goods (rice, soja, etc.);
• VAT exemptions for agricultural inputs and equip-
ment;
• support to the strengthening of local production of 
young fish and fish feed;
• construction of nine (9) fish wharfs to capitalize on wa-
ters from dam reservoirs;
• support to the construction and acquisition of aqua-
culture infrastructures (cages, bins, improved ponds…);
• support to fishermen’s groupings to install fish drying 
and conservation devices and equipment;
• VAT exemptions for livestock and fishing inputs and 
equipment;
• support to local production and processing of subs-
titutes used in agri-food industries (malt, milk, cocoa 
powder, starch…);
• structuring the actors of unorganized segments of 
some fields (horticulture, poultry, etc.), for the emer-
gence/consolidation of a reliable inter-branch organi-
zation;
• support to the rehabilitation of the Noun Food Can-
nery Company (SCAN);
• support to the extension of production capacities of 
agri-food industries (oilseeds, cocoa processing, etc.).

Thrust 2: setting up mechanisms adap-
ted and dedicated to financing enter-
prises

• mapping of business financing needs; 

• mapping of capacity building needs; 

• mapping of market/economic opportunities 

• mapping of credit institutions; 

• guarantee fund for enterprises;

• support fund for enterprises at enhanced rate; 

• support fund for start-ups and innovating enterprises;

• specific support fund for private sector enterprises;

• direct support for targeted branches of enterprises;

• increase in the guarantee fund ceilings earmarked in the 

2020 Finance Law from CFA Francs 40 billion to CFA Francs 

200 billion;

• pursue the clearing of domestic debt;

• increase in the reimbursement ceiling of VAT credits from 

CFA Francs 6 billion to CFA Francs 7 billion;

• set up a pool of banking institutions (BGFI, etc.), credit 

lines at enhanced rate for the benefit of affected compa-

nies;

• ease deductibility conditions for debt provisions against 

enterprises facing cash stress;

• free of charge registration of internal public debt repur-

chasing agreements by credit institutions;

• reduce corporate tax (CT) by 2% for SMEs/SMIs ;

• reduce the advance payment and minimum perception 

rates from 2.2% to 1.5% for the benefit of companies listed 

on the stock exchange;

• monthly payment of the Annual Forest Royalty (AFR);

• recourse to innovating financing sources such as bridge 

loans.
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Thrust 3: Revamping growth-generating 
branches/fields

• carry forward the suspension of the tourist tax of accommoda-
tion institutions;
• tax and customs exemptions on investments to relaunch activi-
ties in the hotel management and catering fields;
• exemption of corporate tax (CT) for enterprises of the hotel 
management sector;
• support to the renovation of tourist infrastructures and sites;
• support to the organization of tourist events, catering as well as 
recreational institutions and hotel management; 
• complete exemption of customs duties and taxes for inputs 
meant for the pharmaceutical industry; 
• application of customs law reduced to 5% and VAT exemption 
on industrial equipment meant for the pharmaceutical industry; 
• support to capacity building of production plants of local phar-
maceutical industries;
• support to the production of essential and/or traditional gene-
ric medicine; 
• develop 10 000 acres of land for the cultivation of consumer 
goods (rice, maize, soja, etc.);
• support to producers’ groupings in setting up the agricultural 
produce storage and conservation mechanism; 
• set up a support fund for the production and processing of 
consumer goods; 
• reduce the felling tax rate from 4% to 3% to the benefit of lo-
gging companies holding a certificate on sustainable forest ma-
nagement;
• exemption from business license tax and other levies, including 
wage withholding tax for a period of 3 to 5 years for companies 
of the digital sector;
• VAT exemption on loans granted by credit institutions to start-
ups in the ICT sector; 
• waiver of fees for lease registration, property transfer and loans 
granted by non -professional credit issuers; 
• outreach and popularization of e-commerce, e-learning plat-
forms and teleworking;
• support to set up five (5) open spaces dedicated to the deve-
lopment of start-ups of the digital sector; 
• strengthen economic patriotism;
• support to the promotion and popularization of local products 
in supermarkets;
• support to strengthening the market information system;
• suppression of the axle tax for transporters;
• support to the development of subletting and co-contracting;
• support to the production and local processing of malt subs-
titutes.

Thrust 4: Strengthening the competitive-
ness of enterprises

• opening up the major production basins of consumer goods; 

• support to strengthening the standardization and quality 

control to meet required national and international norms;

• operationalize the export promotion agency (APEX); 

• clarify the VAT regime for services supplied to clients abroad; 

• application of assessed minimal values to imports of goods 

manufactured by local enterprises in order to protect infant in-

dustries and fight against trade fraud;

• implement a normative restrictive policy, through selective 

import measures for some products jeopardizing local produc-

tion; 

• set up a mechanism for applying compensatory and an-

ti-dumping measures to protect fields that have fallen prey to 

unfair competition of imported goods; 

• subject furniture and wooden structures, toothpicks, im-

ported natural and artificial  flowers to excise duties at an ove-

rall rate of 25%; 

• devise preferential mechanisms to access markets for natio-

nal enterprises through public procurements; 

• support to build the technical and managerial capacities of 

enterprises; 

• support to improve the business climate for the benefit of 

very small and small enterprises; 

• support to strengthen research and production of improved 

seedlings for consumer goods; 

• support to train and develop skills of the value chain, notably 

in favour of very small and medium-sized enterprises; 

• increase the interest exemption threshold on savings ac-

counts, income tax on immovable capitals from CFA Francs 10 

million to CFA Francs 50 million; 

• tax exemption for income tax on immovable capitals , interest 

on pay slips other than those issued by the public treasury and 

subscribed for a period going beyond one year; 

• apply integral deductibility to determine corporate tax, ex-

penditure committed by enterprises for the benefit of their sa-

laried workers due the Covid-19 sanitary crisis; 

• carry forward the special transaction provided for in the 2020 

Finance Law to the 2021 Financial Year, in a bid to helping com-

panies seriously affected by the sanitary crisis to free themsel-

ves from their tax debts.

FOCUS 
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To implement the actions of these four 
main thrusts of its post Covid-19 re-
covery plan, Cameroon will need CFA 
Francs 871.8 billion during the next 

three years (2021-2023). Government intends 
to inject CFA francs 96.4 billion in support of 
the production and processing of consumer 
goods; CFA Francs 709.4 billion in business 
financing; CFA Francs 50 billion in growth-ge-
nerating branches/fields and CFA Francs 21 
billion in business competitiveness. To mobilize 
these funds, Government intends reaching into 
its own pockets and also seeking help from fo-
reign financial partners. 
At the level of internal resources, it envisages 
to resort to part of the Covid-19 Special En-
dowment Account, endowed in 2021 with a 
budget of CFA Francs 150 billion, of which CFA 
Francs 50 billion will be devoted to revamping 
the local production of consumer goods; resi-
dual resources of completed projects and for 
which the evaluation of the amounts will be 
done in collaboration with the Autonomous 
Sinking Fund (CAA).
At the level of external resources, it is provi-
ded that consideration should be given to the 
resources falling under financing agreements 
being negotiated, notably with the Arab Bank 
for Economic Development in Africa (ABEDA), 
resources to be mobilized within the framework 
of the Basket Fund to be set up by the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) as 
well as soliciting contribution from technical 
and financial partners, notably the African De-
velopment Bank (AfDB), the World Bank and 
Afreximbank, etc.

AO

FINANCING

Above CFA Francs 870 billion 
for economic recovery
Money will be tapped from both internal and external sources.

FOCUS 

Monitoring-evaluation
Periodic reports awaited
A monitoring–evaluation mechanism of the implementation of the post 
Covid-19 economic recovery plan will be set up. It will be managed by 
a joint MINEPAT-MINFI team as well as some sector-based government 
services involved in its implementation. This monitoring-evaluation will, 
as we learn, ensure that the plan’s objectives are achieved both at the 
level of the various thrusts and overall plan.
The monitoring of outcomes will notably be carried out using quarterly, 
semester and annual indicators and targets; implementing standardized 
methods and tools to facilitate data collection and sharing; and lastly the 
periodic publishing of reports on the plan’s implementation.

AO

Cost of post-Covid-19 economic recovery 

Thrust Cost (in billions of CFA Francs)

2021 2022 2023 Total

Support to the production and processing 
of consumer goods

34.1 37.8 24.5 96.4

Set up adapted and dedicated 
mechanisms to business financing

285.4 217 207 709.4

Revamp growth-generating branches/fields 23.8 12.1 9 44.9

Strengthen business competitiveness 14,3 3,8 3 21,1

Total 357.6 270.7 243.5 871.8
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Trends in 2020 and 
Prospects For 2021
The evolution of Cameroon’s economic situation during the year 2020 and short and 
mid-term prospects are based on a set of parameters available both at national and 
international levels.

Economic situation

At international level, we 
are witnessing a gra-
dual resumption of glo-
bal demand induced by 
the combined effects 

of: declining fears linked to the co-
ronavirus with the on-going full-scale 
vaccination in many countries, no-
tably in China, Europe and the United 
States of America; 
• gradual decrease in trade and geo-
political tensions between the USA 
and China; 
• alleviation of fears linked to a no-
deal Brexit;
• implementation of post-covid reco-
very policies in most advanced and 

developing economies, notably 
suiting monetary policies which 
should contribute to promoting in-
vestments and consumption.
However, risks likely to jeopardize 
this progress linger on, notably as 
concerns not only the persistence 
of the sanitary crisis connected to 
new variants and its consequences 
on global demand and cost of raw 
materials, but also the intensifica-
tion of security scuffles in some de-
veloping countries. 
At the national level, the main sa-
lient events are the following: 
• implementation of the post Co-
vid-19 economic recovery plan 

with attendant effects on the im-
provement of the provision of 
goods and services in several ac-
tivity sectors;
• launching of the implementation 
of the 2020-2030 National Deve-
lopment Strategy (NDS30);
• implementation of the im-
port-substitution policy in a bid to 
boost the national offer of some 
consumer products notably food, 
pharmaceuticals and equipment ;
• organization of some special 
events, notably CHAN 2021 and 
AFCON 2022, with positive inci-
dence on domestic demand (no-
tably in agri-food and services);
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• improvement of gas production offer with 
the increase in activity of the Kribi floating 
factory;
• gradual commissioning of some major 
first generation projects, notably in the en-
ergy domain;
• conclusion and implementation of a new 
three-year economic programme with the 
IMF as from 2021;
• continuation of the structural reforms 
agreed with technical and financial partners 
in order to strengthen the competitiveness 
of the national production fabric;
• gradual improvement of the security si-
tuation in the North-West and South-West 
Regions, with its consequences on the local 
economic momentum.
Within this context, Cameroon’s economy 
which recorded a 0.8 % growth in 2020 
owing to the effects of Covid-19 is expected 
to pick up anew at a growth rate estimated 
at 3.6% in 2021 and approximately 5% on 
average between 2022 and 2024. Non-oil 
and gas GDP growth rate is expected to 
stand around 4% in 2021 and 5.2% on ave-
rage over the period 2022-2024. This profile 
is much more on track with the momentum 
prescribed in the vision scenario of the Na-
tional Development Strategy (NDS30). 
From the sector perspective, the slowdown 
observed in 2020 in the different sectors is 
expected to be cushioned as from 2021. 
Thus, the growth momentum in the prima-
ry sector should move from 3.8% in 2021 to 
5.3% between 2022 and 2024, after recor-
ding a rate of 1.1% in 2020 against 2.8% in 
2019.
Also, in the secondary sector excluding ex-
tractive industries, the growth rate is expec-
ted to move from 3.9% in 2020 to 4.1% in 
2021 and 6.1% on average between 2022 
and 2024. In addition, after the 0.8% drop 
recorded in 2020, the tertiary sector should 
be on an upward trend with growth esti-
mated at 3.7% in 2021 and 4.8% on average 
over the period 2022-2024.
Inflation which stood at 2.5% in 2020 is ex-
pected to be under control and should be 
kept below the community 3% convergence 
threshold.
Macro-budgetary risks

This growth momentum remains 
subject to various macro-budge-
tary risks and constraints. We can 
mention the following, amongst 
others:
• the persistence of the corona-
virus pandemic in 2021 and 2022 
due to the emergence of new 
variants and new contamination 
zones. This could not only delay 
the implementation of the diffe-
rent post-Covid recovery policies 
but also lead to a re-allocation 
of the budgetary resources to 
health care expenditure;
• the volatility of the prices of 
the main commodities exported 
by Cameroon with an impact on 
both the national economy and 
on the mobilization of budget re-
venue;
• the failure to conclude a new 
economic and financial pro-
gramme with the IMF in 2021 
which could affect the funding of 
the State budget;
• the worsening of security crises, 
notably in the North-West, Sou-
th-West and Far North Regions, 
could continue to disrupt econo-

mic activity and maintain a high 
level of military spending. 
The entanglement of reforms 
and programmes in the politi-
cal agenda will thereby lead to 
increasingly significant commit-
ments that cause high budget 
requests. It notably concerns the 
simultaneous implementation of 
the Covid-19 response plan and 
its repercussions, the local pro-
duction revival plan for consumer 
goods at the origin of the ba-
lance of trade deficit,  the recons-
truction plan for the North-West 
and South-West Regions, decen-
tralization, PLANUT, the three-
year special Youth plan, AFCON, 
major infrastructural projects and 
Universal Health Coverage (UHC). 
All these commitments represent 
a considerable budgetary risk in 
case of chock on public finances.

DGEPIP

Table: Projections of GDP growth rate 

Source : MINEPAT/DGEPIP

Années 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Croissance annuelle (en %)

GDP at constant price 3.5 4.1 3.7 0.8 3.6 4.5 4.9 5.3

   Oil and gas GDP -16.4 -2.7 8.5 2.9 0.9 -0.6 -0.3 03

   Non-oil and gas GDP 5.0 4.4 3.5 0.7 3.8 4.8 5.2 5.5

Primary sector 3.2 5.1 2.8 1.1 3.8 4.6 5.3 5.9

Secondary sector 1.3 3.1 4.9 3.7 3.4 4.4 4.8 5.4

Secondary sector excluding
external indicators

7.1 4.6 4.1 3.9 4.1 5.7 6.0 6.5

Tertiary sector 4.3 4.4 3.0 -0.8 3.7 4.5 4.8 5.1

ECONOMIC SITUATION
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AGROPOLES

Boosting second 
generation agriculture
This programme enabled to im-
prove on production, reduce the 
cost of some agricultural products, 
and create several jobs across the 
national territory.

Investment 

About fifty projects sup-
ported with about the 
same number of suc-
cess-stories. Seven years 

after the effective launching of its 
activities, the Agro poles programme 
continues to provide support to Ca-
meroon’s agricultural revolution. 
From North to South, from East to 
West, this programme, according 
to its coordinator, enables to lay the 
ground works for modernizing the lo-
cal production apparatus. 
It is on the strength of this assertion 
that, Adrian Ngo’o Bitomo, the Agro 
poles Programme Coordinator is cal-
ling on those who wish to visit the 
West Region to have the following 
information in mind: a tray of eggs is 
sold at CFA Francs 1 000 at Baleng, 
in the Mifi Division, and at Mbouda, 
in the Bamboutos Division. These 
two basins receive support from the 
programme. In Kekem as well where 
a cocoa processing factory was com-
missioned in April 2019 by the Prime 

Minister, Joseph Dion Ngute. In 
fact, the enterprise received consi-
derable support from the pro-
gramme.
Similarly, the price of a kilogramme 
of white pepper has also, at inter-
nal level, registered a significant 
drop, whereas at international le-
vel, it was increased, thereby mo-
ving from CFA Francs 9 000 to CFA 
Francs 17 000, for Penja white pep-
per. To this end, the programme 
is developing 300 hectares of 
white pepper at Njombe-Pen-
ja. Pineapple is also one of the 
branches which the programme 
is eyeing. It concerns especially 
processing, in a bid to capitalizing 
on local production with the agro 
poles of Manjo and Awae.
‘‘In the 49 agro poles, we have 
close to 250 enterprises which 
have effectively been set up and 
generated 6 000 direct jobs and 
25 000 indirect jobs. Moreover, 
68 fully equipped tractors have 
already been acquired with about 
a hundred persons trained in trac-
tor driving and repairing of agri-
cultural equipment used for plant 

production. We are about acqui-
ring 11 dedicated to animal pro-
duction’’, Adrian Ngo’o Bitomo, 
outlines.

Focus on stockbreeding 

The perspectives of the pro-
gramme are also as ambitious as 
the achievements made until now. 
The cattle fattening project in the 
Adamawa Region thus aims at re-
visiting the extensive stockbree-
ding system already operational. 
It entails getting stockbreeders 
interested to this on-site inten-
sive stockbreeding. As such, the 
construction of pilot input stables 
and warehouses is underway in the 
Mayo Banyo and Mbere Divisions 
on State funding, whereas forage 
fields and water points will be at 
the disposal of beneficiaries of the 
project. 
To have adequate water supply, 
the programme is banking on 
photovoltaic boreholes. ’’We are 
carrying out a programme with 
stockbreeders to improve grazing 
land, construct 110 stables in the 
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Mayo-Banyo and Mbere Divisions. Other 
partners are helping us to make stockbree-
ders understand the need to have water 
points for the shepherd and cattle to have 
enough water’’, the coordinator explains. 
Special attention will also be given to 
maize, cassava and plantain. ’’Besides 
soja, which helped stabilize chicken price 
at about CFA Francs 2 500 per chicken of 
1.5 kg, sufficient maize is equally needed’’, 
we are informed. In the same vein, hydrau-
lic development is envisaged for rice culti-
vation.
Actions of the Agro poles programme are 
based on investments geared towards in-
creasing production capacity, production 
equipment, inputs, social and community 
infrastructures and capacity building for 
producers. For its seven years of opera-
tion, the programme received an alloca-
tion of CFA Francs 14.475 billion, of which 
two billion was used for running the pro-
gramme and the rest for investments.

Pascal Dibamou
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COCOA PROCESSING

The Kekem giant 

Investment 

In this month of May 2019 at 
Fondjomoko, a village in Kekem 
Sub-Division, Upper-Nkam Divi-
sion, in the West Region, many 

youngsters in search of jobs hesi-
tantly but confidently converged to 
this venue. Their meeting point was 
the premises of the Neo-Industry SA 
company. This newly constructed 
factory has changed the daily activi-
ties of inhabitants of this small loca-
lity. Presented as the new flagship of 
the national economy, this agro-in-

dustry launched a series of inter-
views likely to culminate into the 
recruitment of new employees to 
increase its already operational 
labour force. 
According to Serge Noutcha, the 
site manager, Neo-Industry em-
ploys, to date, more than 2 000 
workers. In the main, they are 
workers who were involved in 
constructing the company’s fac-
tory. For Emmanuel Neossi, the 
promoter, the company intends 

to operate in the short-term with 
close to 4 000 workers and it is fully 
in the phase of staff deployment. 
Apart from jobs offered by the 
company, there are also indirect 
jobs that are already effective. 
In accordance with expert esti-
mates, the setting up of Neo-In-
dustry company should generate 
at least 3 000 indirect jobs. Since 
its commission on 26 April 2019, 
technical teams are fully at work. 
In 2020, Neo-Industry success-

The Neo Industry SA company is not only the new flagship of 
Cameroon’s industry, but also the torch bearer of public-private 
partnership which comforts Government in its strategic op-
tions for economic recovery.
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fully carried out the 
testing of its instal-
lations by crushing 
slightly above 4 000 
tons of cocoa beans.
To set up this company, 
the promoter benefitted from 
government support. Within the 
framework of the Agro poles pro-
gramme, MINEPAT in fact granted 
a funding of CFA Francs 1.2 billion 
to beef up the production of equipment 

and 
s u s -

tain the 
supply of co-

coa beans (the raw 
material) from young cocoa 
farmers. The promoter also re-
ceived assistance from the Agro 
poles programme, in order to 
enjoy other investment incen-
tives granted by public authori-
ties.

After Louis Paul Motaze 
who, on 16 June 2016, pre-
sided over the ceremony 

to lay the foundation stone 
in his capacity as Minister of 
Economy, Planning and Regio-
nal Development (MINEPAT), 
several other members of Go-
vernment paid permanent visits 
to the site to appraise and en-
courage the construction of the 
factory until its commissioning. 

INVESTMENT 
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The national economy boosted

Financed to date at close to CFA 
Francs 54 billion, Neo-Industry SA 
company is built on a surface area of 
4.5 acres. The factory is going to pro-
cess 33 000 tons of cocoa beans an-
nually, with close to 26 000 tons of fini-
shed products (butter, cocoa powder 
and mass). During its commissioning 
ceremony, the Prime Minister speci-
fied that the formation of this com-
pany falls in line with the economic 
policy defined by the Head of State 
who instructed that at least 40% of 
the country’s agro-pastoral produc-
tion be processed locally by the year 
2020. 
The operation of this agro-industry 
will enable Cameroon, according to 
Luc Magloire Mbarga Atangana, the 
Minister of Trade, to ‘‘depart from 
the old policy which consisted in pro-
ducing cocoa beans for it to be ex-
ported in its entirety. At least for the 
trade imbalance between demand 
and supply which is not beneficial 
to local producers, processing of a 
greater portion of this production im-
poses itself as an asset’’.  
This is a revolution for Cameroon, 
ranked fifth in world brown gold 
producers, with about 330 000 tons 
harvested per year. Similarly, Gabriel 
Mbairobe, the Minister of Agricultu-
re and Rural Development, specifies 
‘‘Cocoa is one of the main sources for 
earning hard currency in Cameroon 
with more 15% of export revenue in 
general and close to 30% of non-oil 
export revenue in particular, thereby 
representing 2.1% of GDP’’.
More concretely, it is about 500 000 
hectares of plantations which are 
used as main revenue source for 500 
000 to 600 000 families living in rural 
areas of 8 out of 10 regions of Ca-
meroon. ’’Neo-Industry SA company 
should absorb close to 10% of the 
initial national production, with the 
possibility of stepping up its needs. 
This is going to reassure local pro-
ducers on their capacity to easily sell 
their cocoa in the country during this 
period where all the facilities are not 
available for the sale of raw national 
cocoa on the international market’’, 
Michael Ndoping, the Director Ge-

neral of the National Cocoa and 
Coffee Board (NCCB), reasserted.

A promising market

To compete with its main direct 
challengers in cocoa processing, 
Neo Industry had to quickly align 
to international standards by buil-
ding one of the best factories in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. This is more 
so because beside giants such 
Barry Callebaut and Cargill, which 
have spread their tentacles in Afri-
ca, there is also Atlantic Cocoa 
Corporation (ACC) of the Ivorian 
Kone Dossongui, which has en-
deavoured to invest in setting up 
a cocoa treatment and processing 
factory at Kribi to obtain products 
such as butter, oilmeal and cocoa 
powder. 
According to Félix Lepri Lagbo, 
Manager of the factory, « Neo-In-
dustry SA company has invested 
heavily for its construction, by 
observing all required standards. 
Specifications were drawn up with 
the collaboration of all partners, 
with quality exigencies. The facto-
ry and its products are of interna-
tional standard and meet quality 
requirements with a rigorous cer-
tification process’’. This industrial 
jewel was architecturally designed 
by Nogha consulting, the technical 
partner who was also in charge of 
project management. 
Equipment was supplied by 

Buhler, a century-old multina-
tional installed in 140 countries, 
presented as the world leader in 
manufacturing equipment for cho-
colate industries. This company 
also trains machinists and the en-
tire pioneer staff which should use 
these machines. The Touton com-
pany based in Bordeaux, France, 
known internationally as a specia-
list in basic commodity trading, is 
its marketing partner. With quality 
products well-labeled Made in Ca-
meroon, Neo Industry company 
intends to capitalize on EPA to 
conquer various classical markets 
as well as new markets such as the 
markets of China, India and other 
Asian countries.
In Africa, the company intends to 
conquer the markets of South Afri-
ca and the Maghreb countries. The 
African Continental Free Trade 
Area should offer the company 
access to a market of one billion 
and 300 million consumers. While 
commissioning this industry, the 
Prime Minister lauded the qua-
lity of investments carried out as 
part of Government’s cocoa value 
chain development programme in 
Cameroon. Neo-Industry company 
is thus taking the Cameroonian co-
coa label to higher heights and rai-
sing Cameroon to the rank of great 
world crushers, by processing co-
coa and putting its by-products on 
the market. 

Eric Vincent Fomo

A futuristic 
enterprise 
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How is the Agro poles pro-
gramme fairing today? 
When I am asked the ques-
tion on the health state of 

the Agro poles programme, I am fond 
of saying that it is one of the very few 
programmes financed exclusively by 
the public investment Budget (PIB) of 
the Republic of Cameroon. In other 
words, in spite of the difficult situation 
our public finances is facing due to 
the  multifaceted soliciting that we are 
all witnessing, the programme which 
some were quick at condemning is fai-
ring well. 
We went through turbulent waters for 
some time, notably in terms of sup-
porting our agricultural partners in fi-
nancing investments. I think that the 
current hierarchy of MINEPAT gave 
a new impetus to the programme, 
with the recent payment of the cumu-
lated debt to the tune of CFA Francs 
one billion. I do not like talking much 
about functioning, for as in all public 
administrations, it is regularly en-
sured, contracts have been issued to 
the staff which is regularly affiliated to 
the NSIF where contributions are also 
regularly paid in.

Seven years after the launching 
of this programme, what balance 
sheet can you give about it?
‘‘Ego is hateful’’. That is why the ques-
tion should be asked to the direct 
beneficiaries who are farmers. The 
observation of market behaviour is 
an element that can be used as an 
indicator. Within a context of agri-
cultural labour force scarcity and the 

significant ageing of farmers, as 
well as farms, the Agro poles 
programme was designed to 
contribute in bridging the gap 
between demand and supply of 
agro-pastoral products. This pro-
gramme is far from being an iso-
lated tool. As such, it strengthens 
sector-based actions, which are 
at the basis of feasibility studies 
of farmers’ organizations reques-
ting for support. 
The best balance sheet can be 
appraised using some facts, no-
tably at the level of mitigating 

some disruptions. In the fishing 
sector, for example, the Cabinet 
Meeting held in February 2019 
revealed that thanks to the Agro 
poles programme, the country 
has since 2017, been able to re-
duce fish imports by CFA Francs 
52 billion. Despite the outbreak 
of a bird flu epizootic in 2016, 
chicken is back on the market 
at the same price as before. A 
chicken weighing 1.5 kg is sold 
at approximately CFA Francs 
2500. Table eggs are resold at 
the price level that prevailed be-

ADRIAN NGO’O BITOMO

« Visible success 
and satisfaction’’ »
The national coordinator of the Agro poles programme outlines the 
programme’s GDP contribution in the structural transformation of 
Cameroon. 

INVESTMENT 



EMERGING CAMEROON - N°003  May  202154

fore the epizootic, that is CFA Francs 
1 350 per tray. Cassava from Batouri 
is marketed in Yaounde and Douala 
and even beyond our borders; etc.
Obviously, this is just as a result of 
the Agro poles programme. It would 
be worth underscoring that seve-
ral investments have been made 
here and there, notably in terms of 
constructions and various forms of 
equipment and this is not work done 
by amateurs, but rather the fruits of 
men and women who have adopted 
agriculture as a way of making mo-
ney.

What was the situation of pro-
duction plants when you started 
coordinating the programme’s ac-
tivities?
When we started managing the pro-
gramme, there were very few cattle 
feed production plants in Yaounde. 
The few we met were mainly im-
ported ones.

Are these plans still buying their 
product abroad today? 
To date, there is a crusher/mixer of 
one ton per hour that can be manu-
factured in Yaounde at the cost of 
less than CFA Francs 4 million, whe-
reas workshops to produce them are 
widespread. Extruders to manufac-
ture floating fish feed was a dream. 
Currently, importers of the said 
equipment can be seen parading the 
streets of Yaounde and Douala. The 
very first castrator for manufacturing 
quality maize seedlings is available 
in Cameroon. Thanks to the Agro 
poles programme, 68 tractor kits 
were distributed and enabled a si-
gnificant maize, pineapple and Irish 
potato production. The only Irish 
potato agro pole of the West Region 
has production capacity of about 
80 000 tons.

What about white pepper?
White pepper, though having re-
ceived other forms of support, be-
nefitted from the Agro pole pro-
gramme’s adequate communication 

to the point of becoming a niche. 
Moreover, it would be worth poin-
ting out that the programme 
currently enabled the develop-
ment of about 98 acres of crops 
whereas two special ‘‘Agro poles 
Shops’’ have opened their doors 
in Douala and Yaounde. Beyond 
marketing white pepper, they also 
display the ‘‘Made in Cameroon’’ 
label in terms of agri-food.
The balance sheet can also be ap-
praised in terms of jobs created: 
more than 25 000 cumulative sea-
sonal and permanent jobs, about 
a hundred agricultural machine 
drivers and equipment (tractor 
drivers). To date, agro poles em-
ploy design engineers, techni-
cians and other senior manage-
rial staff graduating out of our 
national training system. In other 

words, this means that we are not 
talking about precarious employ-
ment here, but rather and most 
often about decent jobs.
The programme’s implementa-
tion has not been hitch-free. On 
the contrary, we needed at times 
to take difficiult decisions and 
this happened for three years 
running. But, the programme is 
now fairing well, it is operational 
across the entire national territory, 
though with obvious considerable 
groupings in two or three regions, 
which are either major consump-
tion centres, or basins with abun-
dant and generous labour force.

The programme should also re-
duce production deficits in the 
agricultural sector and there-
fore limit the import of some 

Investment 
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foodstuffs. Can we assert here that 
this objective has been achieved?
I will answer by saying yes without he-
sitating and not by no and especially 
not no. No because over a seven-year 
period in agriculture and agro-indus-
try that we are targeting, this period 
does not even represent time for desi-
gning, search for financing and achie-
ving promising investments. Time at 
the agro poles programme is not sy-
nonymous to balance sheet. The pear 
plantations being set up in the Noun 
and Bamboutos Divisions since 2016, 
have just started bearing fruits. The 
hatcheries envisaged for table eggs at 
Nkongni at Babete are being set up; 
construction of stables for cattle fat-
tening in the Mayo Banyo and Mbere 
Divisions are not yet completed; such 
is the case with processing plants of 
pineapple into juice and jam.
Now, by answering in the affirmative, I 

am basing myself on the fact that 
the actions of the programme 
enable, beyond limiting imports, 
to search for increasingly far 
markets. The soja oilmeal from 
SOPROICAM enabled us not 
only to maintain the unit price 
of chicken at CFA Francs 2 500, 
but also contribute to fragilize 
the oligopoly of some unscrupu-
lous importers. The latter have 
already raised this stockbreeding 
input to CFA Francs 24 000 per 
bag of 50 kg, a bag which is to-
day sold at between CFA Francs 
16 000 and 18 000. It should also 
be underscored that the SO-
PROICAM industrialist is no lon-
ger importing the soja beans it is 
processing. 
The significant availability of 
maize on the market has led to a 
decrease in maize imports, the-
reby providing jobs to thousands 
of families, etc. Irish potatoes, 
white pepper and eggs enable 
us to get the badly needed hard 
currency by the country to ba-
lance its trade deficit. We talked 
earlier on about table fish, for 

which the mastery of production 
techniques and feed manufac-
turing will step up production. 
It is however worth mentioning 
that the programme provides 
support to meet the needs ex-
pressed by agro-pastoral entre-
preneurs within the framework of 
a public-private partnership; it is 
not self-producing.

We have seen success-stories 
on the field, such as the Kekem 
processing plant or even the soja 
project in the northern region. 
What level of satisfaction can be 
derived from these initiatives?
I do derive the satisfaction of a 
job well done. When the Ca-
meroonian diaspora encourage 
me and my team on the inter-
net website, when the Minister 
grants us CFA Francs one bil-
lion during the year to enable 
us to go forward, when the  pro-
gramme coordinator receives 
the nation’s recognition through 
honorary distinctions, I humbly 
think that there is reason to be 
proud of what one is doing, even 

INVESTMENT 
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if we however believe that the pro-
gramme could do better during this 
period. This is clarion call for more 
involvement in the projects entrus-
ted to us. I think that at the end of 
the programme implementation, I 
will be able to reimburse the debt 
contracted vis-à-vis public authori-
ties, which financed my lengthy stu-
dies. 

From all projects that benefitted 
from your support, can you tell 
the one whose implementation is 
a success story? 
The Kekem cocoa processing pro-
ject could be considered as a suc-
cess model, in the same capacity 
as the soja project, depending on 
what promoter intend to do about it 
and the fate unfortunately reserved 
to its products on foreign markets. 
I am talking about a success model 
because beyond the meagre contri-
bution of public authorities and in 
spite of the gloomy situation prevai-
ling, we have successfully supported 
young promoters in negotiations to 
acquire bank financing.
The soja project is already the 
country’s pride not only in the sec-
tor of oleaginous products, but also 
and especially stockbreeders, even 
though oilmeal only constitutes a 
by-product. Coffee, pineapples, 
pears and cassava have not yet 
reached processing stage in addres-
sing our agricultural value chains. 
There is visible success and satisfac-
tion, though it is not total. The best 
is yet to come.

What prospects do you have in 
mind for the Agro poles Pro-
gramme? 
An audit and evaluation mission 
of the programme is envisaged to 
bring in an external touch to its daily 
operation. This evaluation underpins 
a new start. For seven years, the pro-
gramme has experienced a change 
of paradigm in its agricultural ap-
proach. It amassed good and less 

good lessons to be implemented 
in future, especially for positive 
ones. For less compliant ones, 
they need time to render them 
positive. 
The speeches from top hierar-
chy have remained constant in 
the approach chosen by the pro-
gramme, notably intensify, deve-
lop medium and large scale farm 
concerns; further processing and 
packaging of agro-pastoral pro-
ducts. Cattle fattening will contri-
bute to the industrialization of the 
sector as planned by the Minister 
in charge of livestock with the 
Ngaoundere Industrial Slaugh-
terhouse. It will entail carrying 
out the same revolution in the 
fish sector as it is the case with 
chicken. Being able to insert local 
cereals and other starches in beer 
ingredients or production will 
constitute objectives to be achie-
ved by the project team. These 
objectives are within reach. 
The hierarchy of the Ministry of 
Economy, which believes in achie-
ving these objectives, has just de-
cided to design a new project do-
cument for the programme. The 

missions assigned to us within 
the framework of the Three-year 
Emergency Plan for Economic 
Growth Acceleration (PLANUT) or 
better still the strategic decision 
to open the very first inter-re-
gional unit of the programme to 
achieve better coverage of the 
territory are some of the gua-
rantees afforded. 
In a nutshell, the aim of the Agro 
poles programme was reaffirmed 
in the 2020-2030 National De-
velopment Strategy (NDS30) in 
terms developing agro-industries. 
The new project document of the 
Agro poles programme perfectly 
aligns with this vision, which has 
always been the programme’s pri-
mary mission, notably developing 
fields based on the agro-pastoral 
chains. This document is available 
since December 2020. We consi-
der 2021 as a critical year during 
which, with support from hierar-
chy, we are going to seek finan-
cing for the programme’s imple-
mentation.

Interviewed by 
Pascal Dibamou

INVESTISSEMENT 
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The concept of processing 
local raw materials into 
finished products is no 
longer a secret to Clovis 

Tchoupa. To say the least, it has be-
come his business. His daily main 
activity consists in carving wood 
into guitars. The love for this job 
dates back to his early childhood 
days.  ‘‘I have always wished to 
become a very great guitar ma-
nufacturer. I tattooed this instru-
ment on some of my body parts’’, 
he indicated. The lack of means 
to continue his schooling did not 
stop him from moving on. After 
abandoning school in class six 
(6), he decided to concentrate on 
his passion: carpentry. He left his 
native West Region for Douala, 
the economic capital. During the 
seven (7) years of apprenticeship 
spent in a makeshift carpentry, 
Clovis Tchoupa fine-tuned his art. 
Supply in raw materials seems not 
to be a difficult equation to be sol-
ved for Clovis. ‘‘As a carpenter, I do 
not face any particular difficulty in 
getting supplies. We have our sup-
ply networks. Once we lay hands 
on wood, I only have one thing to 
do: sand the wood and give it the 
shape of a guitar’’, he declared. As 
the saying goes, ‘hard work leads 
to success’. 
Clovis Tchoupa manufactures thirty 
(30) guitars on average per mon-

th. One guitar is sold at from 
CFA Francs 50 000 to 95 000. In 
terms of sale, he affirms: ‘‘For the 
first two weeks of February 2021, 
I sold two guitars. For the four 
years that I have been doing this 
job, I have sold close to two hun-
dred (200) guitars.’’ Clovis Tchou-
pa’s customers are mainly from 
the high spheres of Cameroon 
music. His posts on social media 
will contribute in increasing his 
visibility to the point of attracting 
renowned artists such as Chris-
tian Solo or even the mega giga 
star Belka Tobis towards him. Mo-
reover, this activity enables him 
to take care of himself. ‘‘I earn a 

living out of carpentry, that is to 
say, it is thanks to this occupation 
that I pay for my rents and incom-
pressible expenditure.’’ But for 
this young entrepreneur of about 
thirty years, it is unthinkable for 
him to stop at this juncture. ‘‘I 
would like to make myself increa-
singly known’’, he pointed out. 
But to achieve this objective, Clo-
vis Tchoupa intends to set up his 
own workshop. This need is all the 
more pressing as Clovis Tchoupa 
is more and more solicited and 
his peers are already wooing him 
to come and learn from his ‘‘small 
school’’, he admitted. 

CLOVIS TCHOUPA

The Art of Manufacturing Wooden Guitars
This 29 year old youth has charmed the artistic world of the economic 
capital with the manufacturing of this musical instrument. The spinoffs 
are very significant. Moreover, he is full of ambitions.

HOME STORIES
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On a Friday of March 
2021, under scotching 
sun, passengers from 
the West Region made 

a stopover at Ekoum-douma, a 
small town located in-between the 
Nkoumoutou tollgate and Obala 
round about. In this area, which 
has become renowned, is found a 
small grill specialized in snail meat 
brochettes. 
‘‘I like snail meat because it is tasty. 
Its meat has no fiber as other types 
of meat. It is really a treat when it is 
well cooked’’, Pierre Zebaze, driver 
in a transport agency reveals. The 
same holds true for Assamba, tea-
cher: ‘‘Beyond the taste and attrac-
tive price, snail meat also entices 
one with its nutritional value’’.
‘‘A day like this, we welcome snail 
meat lovers. There are so many 
customers that we hardly succeed 

in satisfying them’’, Jeanine Mvon-
do, manager of the Ekoum-Dou-
ma grill, indicated. She assessed 
her daily turnover in hundreds of 
thousands. 
Several restaurants of the town 
have made snail meat their spe-
cialty. This is the case with the Pen-
jaLand Restaurant located at the 
Essos neighbourhood in Yaounde. 
Armand Kameni, the manager of 
this restaurant and skilled cook in 
the domain, welcomes hundreds 
of snail meat lovers each week in 
his restaurant. ‘‘In this restaurant, 
we offer sauté of fried snails, plates 
of snails in the form of brochettes. 
The snail is the restaurant’s main 
specialty, it is a meal that we cook 
on daily basis here. We put it at 
the disposal of customers round 
the clock. It is the most demanded 
meal here’’, Armand Kameni 

pointed out.
But for all these caterers, supply is 
a challenge. ‘‘We have suppliers at 
the Mfoundi market. We also have 
a breeder at Dschang... there is 
equally another one at Obala. We 
depend on a network of suppliers 
to avoid running out of stock’’, the 
PenjaLand manager explained. 
‘‘Our suppliers no longer succeed 
in supplying us accordingly. We 
are in the dry season and snails are 
scarce. The little we succeed in ha-
ving is dished out on a first come, 
first served basis. The activity is 
going to fully regain its vibrancy 
with the return of the rainy sea-
son’’, Jeanine Mvondo declared. 
Therefore, snail breeding is a field 
to be tapped on.   
 

Ferdinand Lemofouet

SNAIL MEAT

A delight for taste buds 
Widely consumed by a segment of the population, snail meat is 
now part of the menu proposed in the country’s restaurants.

Discovery
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iImageArrêt
sur…

Cameroon captivates 
the whole world

SPORTS INFRASTRUCTURE 

The organization of the African Nations Championship to show-
case stadiums of international standard to the African and the 
world at large, an infrastructure which football fans continue to 
be proud of.
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Taking up the challenge! Cameroon did it so well that it offered enticing sports infrastruc-
ture to the entire world during the African Nations Football Championship (CHAN). Coaches, 
players, fans and officials of the African Football Confederation (CAF) were all captivated 
by the quality of stadiums, to the point that they lavished the Cameroonian authorities with 
praises. 

The Ahmadou Ahidjo Stadium: 

unchallengeable 
49 years of age and still captivating... The Ahma-
dou Ahidjo Stadium built at Mfandena neighbou-
rhood in Yaounde is used to hosting great inter-
national football events. After ageing over the 
last few years, it was refurbished. Consequently, it 
hosted the Women’ African Cup of Nations (AF-
CON) in 2016, then the CHAN in 2021 and it is 
once more getting set to host the 2022 AFCON. 
Every single thing in this sstadium invites one to 
play football: the stands, dressing rooms, business 
seats and boxes, notably the media space, have 
been renewed. The 40 000 man capacity stadium 
is more than ever before adapted to international 
requirements.   

Focus

The Reunification Stadium

a second shot at life
Twin sister of the Ahmadou Ahidjo Stadium, the 
structure was erected in 1972 to host AFCON. This 
jewel thereafter used by the mythic team ‘Union 
de Douala’ in its African clubs’ championship. Not 
having been redesigned, the stadium was ageing 
and did not attract teams to play football therein. 
After recently receiving a facelift, the stadium lo-
cated at the heart of the Bepanda neighbourhood 
displayed its charm during CHAN 2021. Here also, 
the quality of the lawn (natural turf) drew the at-
tention of various participating delegations. This 
stadium is now equipped with two training stadia 
and a multi-sports gymnasium. 

Japom
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a charming infrastructure
This stadium has won the heart of those who visited its infrastructure and almost suffocated 
them with pleasure. Images having gone round the world led some people to say that this 
stadium is one of world’s best. Fans, CAF officials and other curious onlookers yearned to 
take souvenir pictures back home. Just like a space vessel, this 50 000 man capacity stadium 
constructed by the Turkish Group Yenigun and delivered in 2019 is of a special charm. It has 
two annex stadiums of 2000 seats each and an eight (8) lane olympic swimming pool and 1000 
seats.

The Limbe Omnisports Stadium

an aerial view into 
the Atlantic Ocean
The main asset of this omnisports stadium is 
its breathtaking view on the Atlantic Ocean. 
Delivered in 2014, it is located ten kilometers 
at least from the city-centre. Et is equipped 
with an athletics track, a playground with na-
tural turf, access roads adapted to disabled 
persons and state-of-the-art media facilities. 
It also has two annex stadiums construc-
ted within the framework other national in-
frastructure development programme.

Junior Matock
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The structural transformation of Cameroon’s 
economy and promotion of inclusive deve-
lopment are at the centre of the 2020-2030 
National Development Strategy, which Go-

vernment has just adopted. The achievement of 
socio-economic development unavoidably passes 
through perfect mastery of the maturation process 
of public investment projects.  

In fact, results of monitoring-evaluation works of 
public investments require that emphasis be re-
solutely laid on smooth project preparation be-
fore inclusion into the State budget or that of its 
branches. The reason accounting for this is that it 
has been observed that public administrations are 
yet to take the full measure of the interest project 
maturation has in the preparatory and execution 
of State budget. In fact, it seems that there is in-
sufficient rigor in preparing the said projects. A si-
tuation which led to the abandonment of several 
projects, proliferation of addendums, delays in im-
plementing some of these projects, or even partial 
or non-implementation of projects as a result of an 
approximate evaluation, etc. 
It is on the strength of this gloomy picture and gi-
ven the ripple effect of public investment on so-
cio-economic development that Government is 

PUBLIC INVESTMENTS

Project maturation as an efficient 
guarantee for State action
It allows for harmonious and satisfactory implementation of 
public investment projects to the benefit of economic and 
social demand

granting pride of place to the issue of the maturity of 
public investment projects. Through this approach, 
it will entail strengthening the efficiency of public 
spending within a context of limited resources, by 
ensuring the success of project implementation and 
comply with the results logic in order to achieve the 
objectives defined in NDS30. 

Moreover, project maturity meets exigencies of Ca-
meroon’s technical and financial partners and those 
of budgetary reforms contained in the law of 11 July 
2018 on the financial regime of the State, and the 
decree of 21 June 2018 to lay down rules and regu-
lations governing the maturation process of public 
investment projects. It concerns the translation into 
concrete action the Head of State and President of 
the Republic’s appeal to public administrations, to 
increase the consumption rate of appropriations al-
located to the public investment budget, to move 
steadily towards the desired path of emergence. 

Adonis Abondo 

Useful information
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ALAIN NTEFF

The serial-winner 
revolutionarizes 
health through ICTs
This graduate from the school of en-
gineering accumulates national and 
international prizes, whose results will 
enable his team to develop digital ap-
plications facilitating access to health-
care.
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Contrary to his habits, in 
2020, Alain Nteff did not 
win a new prize rewarding 
his ingenuity in the search 

for innovating solutions aimed at faci-
litating access to healthcare in Came-
roon and Africa. But, the twenty-eight 
year old computer engineer, a gra-
duate from the National Advanced 
School of Engineering of Yaounde, 
achieved a new miracle last year. 
Through his start-up Healthlane, he 
announced, on 7 September 2020, 
on his Twitter account, having suc-
cessfully concluded the fundraising 
of CFA Francs 1.3 billion. The mo-
bilization of this financing was done 
through crowdfunding, a participato-
ry financing technique which enables 
start-ups to avert constraints of the 
traditional capital market.
According to Alain Nteff, the funds 
thus mobilized will enable to deve-
lop the Healthlane application which 
already has more than 60 000 users in 
Cameroon and in Nigeria. This plat-
form, which puts patients, doctors, 
hospitals and pharmacies in contact, 
combines remote and on-site medical 
services. ‘‘Do not spend five (5) hours 
waiting to receive healthcare. Book 
an appointment with Healthlane and 

be received immediately upon 
arrival. (…) A doctor assigned to 
your family’s health, thereby ena-
bling you to take informed deci-
sions, thus offering you unlimited 
health services’’, this platform in-
dicates in the form of an advert, 
which also enables you to obtain 
remote consultations, medical 
check-up at home, or even sup-
plies of medicines…
With Healthlane, Alain Nteff re-
mains on a niche that revealed 
him a few years ago:  facilitation 
of access to healthcare, including 
the population living in rural areas. 
In fact, capitalizing on the pene-
tration rate of mobile telephony 
in Cameroon, this young engineer 
had already designed, a few years 
ago, the application christened 
‘‘GiftedMom’’. Thanks to this fin-
ding, SMS are sent to women to 
remind them of the date of their 
pre-natal check-ups, for those who 
are pregnant, or about the vacci-
nation of children, for those who 
recently gave birth. Thanks to this 
service, as we gather, the number 
of deaths from complicated de-
livery has dropped considerably 
in areas where GiftedMom pro-
ject is implemented and partner 

health centres have registered an 
increase of 35% over two years in 
their pre-natal consultations.

The prize collector 

It is this very first innovation which 
is today deployed in several Afri-
can countries and recently tested 
in Haiti that revealed the young 
Alain Nteff to the eyes of the wor-
ld. Thanks to this discovery, this 
young Cameroonian won several 
prizes in his country and abroad. 
Concretely, in 2014, he won the 
best social entrepreneur prize of 
Africa awarded by the Master-
card Foundation as well as Anzi-
sha prize, endowed with a reward 
of 25 000 dollars. This last award 
enabled this young entrepreneur 
to take part in World Economic 
Forum (WEF), the main gathering 
of businessmen across the world. 
During this meeting, Alain Nteff 
established a partnership with the 
Nestlé agri-food firm, which has 
become the ‘‘first client’’ of his 
start-up, he pointed out.
In 2015, the young Cameroonian 
innovator received in Libreville, 
Gabon, the Prize of the young 
African enterprise awarded on the 
occasion of the New York Forum 
Africa, and was the new finalist of 
the Anzisha Prize that year. His first 
award in his country occurred in 
2016 when he earned the start-up-
per prize of the year of Total Ca-
meroon, just a few months after re-
ceiving the Commonwealth Prize 
of best e-health application.

Brice R. Mbodiam

The + the Mag
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Economics made easy The most 
salient figures 
of the economy in 2020

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) Public indebtedness 

Concessional  loan

Structural transformation 

Counter-part funds

  Inflation

Budget balance 

Current account balance

The GDP is an economic indicator that mea-
sures wealth created by all economic agents, 
private and public in a country or a geogra-
phic area during a certain period. In other 
words, it is the sum of added values gene-
rated by all economic agents operating in a 
given geographic area.
Its evolution from one period to another is 
commonly referred to as GDP growth rate. 
This indicator is measured in percentage and 
measures the evolution of wealth creation.

Indebtedness ‘‘under the Maastricht sense’’, 
represents the total of all the State’s debt re-
sulting from loans contracted or guaranteed 
by the latter. In Cameroon, after restricting it-
self for long to the central administration’s glo-
bal debt, indebtedness was now extended, in 
compliance with international conventions, to 
all loans contracted by all institutions and pu-
blic companies and then to Regional and Lo-
cal Authorities (RLAs). Its management is en-
sured by the Autonomous Sinking Fund (CAA). 
It should also be noted that indebtedness is 
recorded in gross terms in that financial as-
sets of public administrations (central admi-
nistration, companies and public institutions 
and RLAs) are not deducted from their debt. 
In addition, it represents a value of stocks and 
not inflows, which is issued in GDP ratio. In 
CEMAC zone, the indebtedness of a country 
should not exceed 70% of GDP.
Moreover, it should be underscored that inde-
btedness can be divided into domestic debt 
(in CFA F) and external debt (in foreign cur-
rency).

A concessional loan, as opposed to a non- concessional loan, is a 
loan obtained at zero tax rate or failing, at lower than market rate. 
It is also characterized by fairly high maturity levels likely to go right 
up to ten (10) years. This category of loans is mostly obtained from 
multinational partners (IMF, WM, AfDB, AFD, EU, etc.). It can also 
be obtained from bilateral partners, who are most often foreign 
governments. Non concessional loans, on their part, are granted 
by private banks, most often export banks, and are also referred 
to as commercial loans. They are characterized by higher interest 
rates and lower maturity levels. 
On the basis of these types of loans, indebtedness can also be 
divided into concessional indebtedness and non-concessional in-
debtedness.

There are several definitions for this term, depending on the un-
derstanding of the institution using it. Generally speaking howe-
ver, and in line with the objectives of development vision by the 
year 2035, structural transformation means reallocation of the 
economic activity of low productivity sectors towards those where 
it is stronger, thus enabling to maintain strong, sustainable and 
inclusive growth.
This process is generally characterized by at least two stylized 
facts: (i) increase of the share of the manufacturing sector and 
strong added value services in GDP, coupled with sustained drop 
of the agricultural share; and (ii) decrease of the share of agricul-
tural employment and transfer of workers towards other non-pro-
ductive sectors of the economy.

Within the framework of project implementation on external finan-
cing, counter-part funds, in reality, represent national contribution 
to project financing. They are usually supported by Government 
in the form of payment of customs duties, VAT and various other 
taxes.

Inflation is an economic indicator that mea-
sures the evolution of prices in a country or 
in a given geographic area. There are several 
calculation techniques.
In Cameroon, inflation is measured by the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI). The evolution 
of this index is commonly referred to as the 
inflation rate. In this respect, a positive evo-
lution reflects a loss in the purchasing power 
of economic agents. The effects of inflation 
vary depending on its level, origin and struc-
ture of the economy that is affected by it. 
The main mission of the Bank of Central Afri-
can States (BEAC) is to help contain inflation 
at a less than 3%.

Budget balance represents the difference 
between the total revenue level (excluding 
donations) and expenditure included in the 
State budget. When this balance is positive, 
it is an excess. In the contrary case, it is a 
deficit. There are several variants of budget 
balance. Apart from the overall budget ba-
lance which refers to the above-mentioned 
definition, we can distinguish, notably pri-
mary budget balance obtained by deduc-
ting overall balance, payment of interests 
on public debt. It enables to better assess 
the debt burden on public finances.

A country’s current balance is the sum of 
trade balance, that is the monetary influx 
resulting from this country’s exchange of 
goods and services with foreign countries 
(net exports, imports), its revenue balance 
(on factors of production) and its current 
transfer balance.
It is particularly scrutinized by economists 
because it translates the national economy’s 
financing capacity or need in hard currency. 
In fact, current balance is deemed positive 
(= a current excess) when it enables the re-
sidents of the country concerned to reim-
burse their debts or loan money to residents 
of other countries, and that the current ba-
lance is negative (= a current deficit) when it 
is compensated by residents by contracting 
loans in other countries, while liquidating as-
sets (net external assets), or by making profit 
thanks to the enhancement associated to 
their net external assets.

0.8%

 2.5%

45.1% of GDP  
at the end of December 2020 

(about CFA Francs 10 334 billion), 

that is, 62.2% of external debt.

-3.1% of GDP 
(overall budget balance)

-4.0% of GDP
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